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Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman will excuse 
me, if I desire him to confine himself to the sub- 
ject-matter under consideration. Lunderstand him 
to remark, that those New Mexicans who are here 
desire not to the Mexican citizens armed. 
Well may they desire it. Well may they express 
such a request. 1 had occasion,a day or two since, 
to refer to the last information received from New 
Mexico. And what is that information? It is 
that the Governor of this Territory had released 
the prisoners confined in jail in New Mexico, be- 
cause there was no money with which to purchase 
provisions for feeding them. The Governor, in 
his notification to the prefect of Santa ["é, advised 
him to call out an additional police, for the purpose 
of prote suing the property and the lives of the citi- 
zens of New Mexico. In addition to that, the 
same express brings the intelligence that Governor 
Calhoun is in fear of an insurrection, and that 
rumors of an insurrection are hourly reaching 
Santa Fé, and | have seen dispatches brought by 
this express from New Mexico, which ’ 
these statements. 

Now, when fears are entertained by the Gover- 
nor of New Mexico, when the latest intellizence 
you have states that there are rumors of an insur- 
rection, when the very day upon which an attack 
is to be made upon the ** Exchange,”’ in the city 
of Santa Fé, has been designated, will you place 
arms in the hands of those men who will perhaps 
use them to subvert the authority of the Govern- 
ment in that Territory ? : 

I believe, myself, that the second section of this 
billisa justone. Iam in favor of calling upon 
the militia. [am in favor of calling volunteers, in 
this distant Territory, into service, instead of de- 
vending so much upon the regular force there. | 
believe they are far more active and more efficient 
men, more accustomed to traversing the plains, 
and with the habits of these Indians, than the 
regulars. In short, they are better Indian fighters 
than regulars. They are much beiter fitted tor the 
defense of that country than all the regulars you can 
sendthere. Hence itisthat I oppose the first section 
of the bill, and am in favor of the second section. 

I go as far as the gentleman from New Mexico 
(Mr. Weicutman] can ask for the protection of 
those people; but are you going to distribute arms, 
and place them in the hands of a people, whom 
the Governor of that Territory believes to be now 
meditating an insurrection? I know not from 
what cause it has arisen; [ know nothing about 
it, except from this letter of the Governor, ad- 
dressed to the prefect of Santa Fé, to which [ | 
have referred, that he must advise the civil author- 
ities of Santa Fé to call out additional police, to pro- 
tect them from the consequences of the act which 
the Governor himself has perpetrated upon them. 

1 am aware, Mr. Chairman, that there is some 
hostility existing between the American citizens 
and the people of New Mexico. I do not come 
here prepared to enter into the discussion of the 
origin, or of the cause of that hostility, nor will I; 
for I desire to speak directly to the bill. I am 
aware that there was a difficulty, which occurred 
at some of the elections which have taken place in 
that Territory; that a gentleman by the name of 
Burtinett, from the State of New York, was killed 
at that election. | am aware that a very respect- 
able citizen of the Territory of New Mexico, and 
formerly of the State of Missouri, (Mr. Skin- 
ner,) a man who has been honored with the confi- 
dence of the people of the county in which he 
formerly resided, and who afierwards became a 
citizen of New Mexico, was slaughtered when 
visiting the house of Armijo, one of the most 
wealthy and influential native Mexicans; that he 
was basely murdered, or, to take the other version 
of it, that a manslaughter was perpetrated, in a 
quarter where few American citizens resided. 

Itis confidently stated that, upon the grand jury 
which was impanneled at the time, it was ex- 
pees that an indictment was to be found against 

im. There were some members who were pres- 
ent when Skinner was murdered, and who were 
relatives of Armijo, and who were themselves im- 
plicated in the commission of this crime. 
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Mr. WEIGHTMAN. 


W ill the honorable gen- 


tleman be good enough to say who were the offi- 


cers of that court ? 

Mr. PHELPS. Ido not know. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. Were they not United 
States officers ? 

Mr. PHELPS. Most assuredly they were the 
United States judges. I thought you inquired 
their names. 

Mr. W EIGHTMAN. Who wasthe prosecutor’ 

Mr. PHELPS. They were United States offi- 
cers; but the question may arise, under what laws 
that court was held—what laws were in force in 
that Territory providing for the impanneling of a 
grand jury, and whether the Legislature of New 
Mexico had made any provision in relation to the 
impanneling of a grand jury, and for challenging 
the persons summoned upon that jury. 

These are some of the causes which, | presume, 
have produced feelings of hostility between the 
citizens of that Territory of different origin. But 
this is foreign to the subject under discussion. | 
am aware of the recommendation of the Secretary 
of War, to which the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Peasiee] has referred. 1 will read it. 
[t is in his annual report: 

**T would suggest that every facility and encouragement 
should be afforded to the formation of a loeal militia, iu 
which our new possessions, like all the Mexican States, are 
very deficient. As the first step towards the accomplish- 
meut of this object, | would recommend that the Executive 
be authorized to distribute arms among the inhabitants. | 
am tully persuaded that the advantages that would result 
irom the adoption of this measure, in familiarizing the peo 
ple with the use of arms, in inspiring them with confidence, 
and in encouraging the formation of militia companies 
would more thau compensate for the trifling expense that 
would attend it. The very fact that the inhabitanis were 
known to be armed would tend to intimidate the Indians 
The distribution should, of course, be made with such pre 


caution as would prevent their being sold or converted to an 
improper use.”? 


These are the remarks of the Secretary of War. 
[ cannot concur with him in this recommendation; 
but I do believe thatif you desire to keep down 
the incursions of these Indians—if you call for 
two or three, or as many volunteer companies as 
may be needed, which would be composed partly 
of American-born citizens, and a portion of the 
Mexican-born citizens, and will place them in ser- 


| vice together, where they will be compelled to de- 


fend themselves, they will be found more efficient 
than all the dragoons and infantry that you can 
send to that Territory, and it would, in my opin- 
ion, be a cheaper mode of defense than the pres- 
entsystem. I do not wish to dispense with regulars 


| altogether; but desire a force composed of regulars 


and volunteers for the defense of the Territory. 

Mr. Chairman, there wasa little matter to which 
the gentleman from New Mexico [Mr. Weicur- 
MAN} had occasion to refer. He spoke of my 
sources of information of affairs in New Mexico, 
and seemed to think I acquired all my information 
from gentlemen residents of that Territory, and now 
in this city. I freely admit, however, that nearly 
all the information which | have obtained of the 
affairs of New Mexico has also been confirmed or 
corroborated by the letters of the correspondents 
of the St. Louis Republican and of the St. Louis 
Intelligencer; and I understand that one of the 
correspondents of the St. Louis Republican is the 

resent Secretary of that Territory. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. No; he is not now the 
Secretary of that Territory. 

Mr. PHELPS. Well, perhaps he may have 
just resigned. I mean Mr. Allen. I have also 
been informed by one of the editors of that paper, 
that theircorrespondents in New Mexico had every 
means and opportunity of procuring reliable in- 
formation, and that they were gentlemen of intel- 
ligence and veracity. 


information. That is the source from which | 


have derived the greatest part of my information. || 
The gentleman from New Hampshire, {Mr. Peas- | 


LEE, | has alluded to the necessity of defending the 
frontiers between New Mexico and Mexico from 
the incursions of the Indians, and has referred to 


our treaty obligations with Mexico upon that point, | 
|; and urges that the inhabitants of New Mexico | 


[ haveproceeded upon that | 
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shall be furnished with arms in 


order to prevent 
these Indians from maraudine within the limits of 
the Republic of Mexico. 

How much do you expect to be able to 
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other portions of our territory. 
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and raise 
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of that Territory 
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we find thatthe Indian ave con 
white inhabitants of Mexico, residing 
within that ‘l'erritory, as persons placed there to 


raise stock for the Indians to plunder and drive otf 
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stem of ranine and destruction which has 
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of several thousand of 
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have plenty of subsistence in their ow 
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They raise their corn and stock 


there 
a hone to expel the white man, 
their country and encroached on t 


ry ' : 
l ney seek to drive 


war against him. 
am aware the Mexicans are 
with arms; in fact they have but few, and those 


not well 


lied 


sunt 
have been mainly obtained sin conquered 
that country. It was not the policy of the Mex- 
ican Government, perhaps for the want of means, 
to arm its citizens in New Mexico. 


‘e we 


The greater 
part of those people have become citizens. They 
are of themselves without the means of defense 

They look entirely to the Government for protec- 
tion. If arms were distributed to them, they 
would pass by sale or barter from one to another 
until they might pass into the hands of some of 
the Indians. The tribes of wild Indians inhabit 

ing that country are divided into bands. Some of 
them receive presents from the Government; some 
have made treaties with ws. But I believe it has 
occurred whilst one band of a tribe 
tu have a talk with their Father in the Te 
aud receive presents, another band of 
tribe is in another part of the 
the citizens of their stoc} 
murders. These 
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against the white man 
are the 
unoffending of the citizens of New Mexico, 
some who have visited that Territory, are 
termed its best citizens. I mean of those which 
we have acquired by the treaty with Mexico. 

I hone the second section of the bill, which 
provides for volunteers should addi- 
tional force be needed in the Territories, will pass; 
and for the defense of New Mexico, I hope those 
volunteers will be raised in that Territory. If 
called into the service, they will be armed by the 
Government. I have made inquiry if there is a 


most qu er, industrious. 
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supply of arms for that purpose, and am ee 
at the War Departments, that there is now in the 
depot at Fort Union a large supply of muskets, 


- = 





musketoons, and rifles. These volunteer com- 
panies would be comy osed of citizens Mexican and 
American by birth. Being brought into immediate 


contact with each other, and engaged in a common 
cause——their own protection and defense—much, 
very much, would be done to remove their mutual 
I cannot consent to furnish the inhab- 
tants of New Mexico with arms, until they are 
called into the military service of the country. I 
cannot when we have the rumor of an 
insurrection in that Territory, to vote that arms 
be placed in the hands of the inhabitants of 
that Territory, to be, perhaps, hereafter used in a 





prequdices. 


consent, 
may 


more formidable insurrection—to arm those whom 
perhaps we may be compelled to chastise—to oe ce 
weapons in thei hands to be used against the lege 
and constituted authorities of the Territory. 

These are the reasons why I have felt it incum- 
bent upon myself to oppose the first section of 
this bill; at least, so much of it as applies to the 
"Territory of New Mexico. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is very apparent that 
we cannot get theough with the territorial busi- 
ness unless we terminate debate. JI move that the 
cormmittee rise. 

The question was then put on the motion, and 
it was avreed to, 

‘The committee accordingly rose,and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
committee reported, that the Committee of the 
—_ on the state of the Union had had the state 
of the Union generally under consideration, and 
particu arly the special order, being House bill 
No. 25 ' = had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 move that all debate 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union upon bill No. 259, be closed in fifteen min- 
utes after the committee shall have again resumed 
its consideration. 

The question was then put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. LOCKHART. 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, upon the special order. 

The question was then put, and the motion was 
acreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Sranvon, of Tennessee, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of House bill No. 259. 

W EIGI ITMAN. The object of cia bill 
has been weil explained by the chairman of the 
Committee on the Militia. It has for its object the 
distribution of arms, ammunition, &c., to the peo- 
New Mexico and Oregon, to enable them to 

themselves against the incursions of the 
Indian foes who surround them. 

The mea: sure proposed by this bill has been rec- 
ommended by the Secretary of War, by the Gen- 
eral-in-( -_ f, by the Quartermaster-General, and 
I believe, by the Interior Department. It is rec- 
ommended as a measure of defense, and as a meas- 
of ec onemy. 

Besides being recommended, it has to a certain 
extent been carried out by the present commander 
of the troops in New Mexico, Colonel Sumner, 
without express authority of law, because of the 
urgent existing necessity of suc h a step in New 
Niexico. And yet the honorable gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Preprs] objects to placing arms 
in the hands of the people of New se onlast 

That Colonel Sumner has issued arms to the 
people to a certain extent in order to their self- 
protection against Indians, I know from a com- 
munication ofa Mr. Merritt to the Santa Fé Ga- 
cette, who mentions the fact as a reproach on 
Colonel Sumner, who is charged by this person 
with, by this act, degrading the Army. 

he acts and doings of Colonel Sumner, whose 
fame is of record in the military history of the 
country, have met 
a certain class in New Mexico, whom the honor- 
able gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Puerrs] rep- 
resents on this floor. The Governor of New 
Mexico is not approved by this class, nor the 
pe ople of the country. Yet the previous charac- 
ter of the officers I have named would justify the 
belief that they desire to perform the duties which 
their Government has confided to them, and reason 
and common sense would induee us to believe that 


ple ot 
protect 
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ure 


| examined into by the chief 


I move that the rules be 


little of the a pp ‘robation of 
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een steel 


the people dosine to promote their own welfare ded 


happiness. 
man represents, object to people, governor, and 
commander of troops. 


The difficulty is, that the persons whom the hon- 


orable gentleman represents, are In nowise inter- 
ested either in promoting the general prosperity of 


country against Indian invasion. 


Yet those whom the honorab!: gentle- | 


| the people I represent, or in the protection of the | 
They do not | 


like the late movement of the troops from the | 


towns to the frontiers. Though most persons 
would suppose that this was a good movement, as 
against Indians who are not residents of the towns, 
the friends of the honorable gentleman do not ap- 
prey Sc. 

‘ew or no contracts are now 
corn and grass trade is ruined, 
calicoes has come down. 

How is the giving out of contracts to be stimu- 
lated—the corn and grass trade revived, and the 
price of calico to be advanced? 

Much could be done if the troops could be recalled 
from the frontier again to garrison the towns. 

Rumor upon rumor has been put afloat in New 
Mexico of **war between the races,’’ of ‘* danger 
to American lives,’’ and insurrectionary move- 
ments. ‘To some of these the 


riven out. 


and the price of 


M ay 22, 22, 


In no court in the United States would this | be 
considered a ‘* murder,’’ and in my opinion noth- 
ing was established to show manslaughter, or any- 
thing else than justifiable homicide. 

A man engaged in lawful business, under his 
own roof-tree, with his pen, an implement of 
peace, in his hand, who, startled and surprised by 
the presentation of a pistol at his head in the hands 
of an enemy, kills his assailant—justifiably kills him, 
and commits neither murder nor manslaughter, 

At the succeeding court, presided over, not by 











., the chief justice before whom the examination was 


The | 


honorable gentle- |) 


man has alluded, and, indeed, what was rumor in | 


the beginning and rumor at last, he has assumed 
as fact. He has alluded to the death of Mr. Skin- 
ner, Which he hascharacterized as a ** brutal mur- 
der,’? committed bya Mexican. This matter was 
justic e of New Mex- 
ico, acountryman of the deceased, and not a Mex- 
ican, who, after a careful examination of witnesses, 
a number of whom were friends of the deceased, 
gave the opinion I now read: 


OPINION OF THE COURT. 


‘“*'The testimony in this case establishes, with reasonable | 


certainty, these facts: Ist. That the deceased, 
the time of his death, cherished feelings of a hostile charac- 
ter towards the accused. 2d. That, in accordance with 
these feelings, he had threatened bim with personal chas- 
tisement, of a nature the most degrading to an honorable 
mind. These facts are proved by the witness, Thomas. He 
states that he had no reason tu suppose that the threats 
were pointed at Ambrosio Armijo: 


' 
before and at | 


and the deceased having | 


made the assault upon the accused immediately after an in- | 


terview with Ambrosio, the reasonable presumption is, that 
they were aimed at the accused. 3d. That at the time the 
attack was made, the accused was in bis store, engaged in 


| his ordinary pursuits ; and that the assault upon him by the 


deceased was a matter of surprise, and wholly unexpected. 
4th. That the deceased entered the store with a hostile in- 
tention, and armed for deadly conflict. 5th. 


That prior to | 


the giving of the fatal blow, several other persons became | 


| engaged inthe conflict. 


‘In view of these facts, suppose the deceased had killed 
the accused, what would have been the 
erime ? 
he did, he would he: 
darkest dye. A man’s house has been styled his + 
and the law holds it sacred from ali unlawful 
But this was a store, and 
might lawfully enter there. 


castle,’ 
intrusion. 


True, all persons might, during 


proper hours, lawfully enter, provided it be for a lawful | 


purpose; but against the intrusion of ail persons actuated 
by unjustifiable motives, the law holds it as sacred as it 
does his dwelling, the earthly sanctuary of his family. 
‘When the deceased entered the store in the manner 
shown by the evidence, and presented his cocked pistol at 
the breast of the accused, had he cause to apprehend that 
great bodily harm was about to be inflicted upon him? That 


he had, the court is satisfied, and had he then taken the life | 
of the deceased it would have been a clear case of justifi- | 


able homicide, and the court would not have hesitated a mo- 
mentto discharge him. 

‘* So, too, if he had killed him after they got from behind 
the counter, or after they got out of the store, or at any 


time before the interference of third persons, provide d the 
deceased still retained the means and the power, and rmani- | 


fested the intention, to do the deceased some great bodily 
harm. 
‘* it is the necessity of taking the life of an assailant, in 


order to prevent him doing one some great bodily harm, that | 
When | 
Whether 


constitutes the justification in the eye of the law. 
that necessity ceases, the justification also ceases. 
the necessity, which did at one time exist in this case, 
ceased before the fatal blow was given, is a matter involved 
in much obscurity, and one about which the court has se- 
rious doubts. It would seem that the timely interference 
of two or three bystanders, properly directed, might have 
rendered it unnecessary, for the safety of the accused, to 
take the life of the deceased. 

** Considering all the facts and circumstances of the case, 
in the entire absence of any proof of malice or ill- feeling on 
the part of the accused towards the deceased, it seems to 
the court that the highest offense they could constitute 
would be one of the lower grades of manslaughter. 

“The court will require the accused to enter into bond, 


with one or more good and sufficient sureties, in the sum of 


$1,509, conditioned according to law for his appearance at 
the next term of the district court of the United States, for 
the third judicial district of the Territory of New Mezico, 


to be held at the court-house of the county of Bernalillo, on | 
| the 25th day of October, 1851, and in default of such bail 
| that he stand committed to the jail of the said county until 

| discharged by due course of law.”’ 


character of his | 
Bearing malice against the accused, as it appears 
e incurred the guilt of murder of the ! 


it may be said that all persons | 


| pee presented by the honorable gentleman, 


had, but by another countryman of the deceased, 
Hon. Judge Mower, well known to the delegation 
from Michigan, thegrand j jury found no bill against 
Mr. Juan C ristobal. Armijo, whom the honorable 
geftleman from Missouri (Mr. Puexps}) has said, 
and said truly, is one of the most respectable men 
in New Mexico, and I say he will suffer by no 
comparison with the honorable gentleman himself. 
Yet after all this the honorable gentleman says 
‘*brutal murder’? has been committed. Who 
believes it? 
This is the horrible case—the ‘* brutal murder ” 
to which the honorable gentleman has alluded, 
and is one of many rumors which have been cir- 
culated and sentto the United States, the tendency, 
if not the object, of which has been to effect the 
recall of the troops from the frontier to the towns 
—from the fronuer where they have been ordered 
to chastise the barbarian enemies of New Mexico, 
to the towns—for the avowed purpose of protect- 
ing American lives, and for the real purpose of in- 
suring a good sale of corn and hay, plenty of Gov- 
ernment contracts for the honorable gentleman’s 
| constituents, and of advancing the price of calico. 
If ever there has been a people who, under our 
Government, have been harassed and oppressed, 
it is the people of New Mexico. 
After all that has taken place, the neglect of the 
Government of the United States cannot be ex- 
;cused. [ will not here, i in my place, under these 
circumstances, when it is proposed to deny to the 
people of New Mexico the poor boon of defending 
| themselves against the attacks of the savage foes 
by whom they are surrounded—I will not extenu- 
ate the neglect of the Government, or the conduct 
which many of my countrymen in New Mexico 
have pursued towards the New Mexicans. I am 

| here to execute my duty, and [ intend to do it 
without fear, favor, or affection. 

‘he New Mexicans have been neglected by the 
Government, and maltreated and oppressed by 
that portion ‘of my countrymen in New Mexico 
who are represented by the honorable gentleman 
from Missouri,—persons who have not a single 
eye to the public good in New Mexico, but an- 


|| other one, also, which squints somewhat towards 


their own personal profit er loss, and looks beyond 
to the time when, with the money they may be 
able to make out of the New Mexicans, they will 
return to the section in which they do feel an in- 
terest. The Governor of New Mexico is op- 
vosed by these people, and his offense in their eyes 
is, that he has stood between them and the people 
at whose expense they desired to secure selfish 
and personal ends. 
the honorable gentleman, is one that the arms pro- 
posed to be distributed by this bill will be sold or 
given by the New Mexicans to the murdering and 
plundering Indians who are now laying waste 
their country. 1 have not the time, in the few 
minutes allowed me, to take up and consider all the 
else 


should be happy to do so. 

I have before me a table prepared at the Census 
Bureaa, showing the loss of stock in the different 
counties in New Mexico by Indian depredations, 

| from August Ist, 1846,to January Ist, 1851, from 
which I will read to the committee: 
NEW ME XIC oO. 


| Stock run off by Indians from Au-| 
1851. 


gust 1, 1846, to January 1, 
Popula-| 
tion. 






Counties. | 





| Sheep. | Mules. | Horses.} Cattle 
Santa Fé....) 7,713 16,260 570 267 894 
Tans...cccce| 9,507 17,080} 1,032 76 5,600 
Rio Arriba... 10,668 43.489 1,960 2,382 
San Miguel..! 7,074 50,060} 7,000 20,000 
Santa Anna.. 4,645 ? 154.915 749 1,302 
Bernalillo...) 7,751 
Valencia ..../14,147 | 171,558] 576 1,403 
Total..... 61,505 | 453,293 | 11,887 31,581 


Among the apprehensions of 
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These, Mr. Chairman, are startling figures; but 
the table from which I am reading, prepared at 
the Census Bureau, goes on and gives the value of 
the protection which the Government of the United 
States has given to my constituents. 

The Census Bureau goes on, in the table from 
which I am reading, to give the— 

VALUE OF STOCK. 








453,293 Sheep, at $1 25 perhead..........$566,616 25 
11,887 Mules, at 50 00 érnecawis . 594,350 00 
7,050 Horses, at 30 OO 6 keene 211.500 00 
31,581 Cattle, at 12 00 © nae eeeee .- 378,972 00 








$1,751,438 25 








One million and three quarters is, in itself, a 
respectable number of dollars, but gives no proper 
idea of the actual loss in New Mexico. The esti- 
mates are all too low; sheep are, at this time, in 
New Mexico, worth from two dollars and a half to 
three dollars per head, and oattle, twenty dollars 
or more per head, to say nothing of mules and 
horses. 

The loss per annum, then, in New Mexico, 
since that country has been under the protection of 
this Government from Indian depredations, may 
safely be calculated to exceed $500,000. 

If you, Mr. Chairman, or any member of this 
committee, who is fond of calculation, please, you 
can amuse yourself by finding out how many 
of the children of my constituents, whom the hon- 
orable gentleman from Missouri has stated to be so 
ignorant, might, with this annual sum, be sent to 
school and educated. 

The table from which Iam reading shows the 
number of farms in New Mexico. ‘The number 
is 3,750. With this addition il item the calculation 
may be varied, and it may be discovered what is 
the value of the protection afforded to each farmer 
in New Mexico. 

This will give some idea of how far short the 


Government of the United States has fallen in car- || 
rying out the provisions of the treaty of Guada- | 


lupe Hidalgo, which was entered into IN THE 
NAME OF Atmicuty Gop, and by which it was 
stipulated that the Mexicans in the original coun- 
try should be protected in life, liberty, property, and 
religion. 


ousattack made by the honorable gentleman upon 
my constituents, as well as upon the Governor of 
New Mexico, the military government, which, 
for a long time, this Government neglected to 
abate, as administered by Munroe, not only failed 
to protect, but actually assailed the liberty, property, 
and religion of my constituents, and up to this 
hour, savage Indians are permitted to deprive them 
of life and property. 

The honorable gentleman from Missouri has, in 
the course of his remarks, shown that he is aware 
of the great depredations, and the frequent mur- 
ders the Indians are committing upon my constit- 
uents, and yet he is apprehensive, that if arms 
are distributed to the New Mexicans, that they will 
put them in the hands of the Indians, who are now 
perpetrating all these wrongs upon them. 

_ The statement of the gentleman’s proposition is 
its own refutation. 

By the bill under consideration, it is not made 
imperative on the President to distribute arms, but 
he is merely ‘* authorized to cause arms to be dis- 
‘tributed among such portions of the inhabitants 
“as he may deem advisable, and under such regu- 
‘ lations and precautions as may be considered neces- 
‘sary,’’&c. The bill is well enough guarded, as 
has been shown by the chairman of the Committee 
on the Militia. 

Though I, myself, am utterly incredulous in 
regard to the last rumor to which the honorable 
gentleman has alluded, of recent apprehended dis- 
turbances in Santa Fé, [ do not desire to conceal 
from Congress the fact, that the Governor of New 
Mexico has paid so much attention to the rumors 
circulated there, that, like a prudent man, he has 
taken steps of preparation for unexpected emer- 
gencies. [ have seen the telegraphic dispatch to 
which the gentleman has alluded, and the Gov- 
ernor expressly states his disbelief in the story of 
the ** war of races,’’ the belief of which those 
whom the honorable gentleman represents have 
taken so much pains to bring about. 

I know something about New Mexican rumors, 
or I should rather call them stampedes, and distrust 
them all; and particularly do [ distrust all those 
which, by raising a clamor in the towns, tend to- 


i 4 
| posed of, and in whom the honorable gentleman | 


| from Missouri took so much interest, was the dis- 
| burser of the funds which came so easy and went 


| changed matters somewhat. 


| nient fighting. 
| rendered him very unpopular with the persone in | 
| whom the honorable gentleman from Missouri | 








wards the recall of the troops from the frontier. 


They smell too strongly of hay and corn con- 
tracts, and calico. 
The honorable chairman of the Committee on 


| Ways and Means, pending the discussion of the 


deficiency bill, stated to the House that the ex- 


| penditure for the army in New Mexico were enor- 
| mous. 


| particularly struck his attention. The honorable 


The item of house-rents in Santa Fé 


chairman read from a table of house-rents, ex- 


| tracted from the accounts of the gentleman who 
| contested my seat, whose memorial the honorable | 
| gentleman from Missouri presented to the House 
| when he made his first onslaught on the character 
| of the people I represent. ; 


The chairman of the Committee on Finance, in 


| the Senate, has also spoken of the extraordinary | 
| expenditures in New Mexico. 
| expenditures of the quartermaster in New Mex- 
| tco, for the fiscal year ending June, 1851, was 
jabout $800,000, and that of that amount nearly 
| $600,000 was for forage. This was under the old 
| plan, when Munroe kept the troops in the large 
| towns, by way of whipping the Indians who were 


He stated that the 


on the frontiers, and when the gentleman whom 


i} the Committee on Elections so summarily dis- 
| 


so easy. 

| Colonel Sumner, the successor of Munroe, has 
He thinks that the 
| enemies he was sent to New Mexico to subdue are 


| . . 
| the Indians, and not the citizens, and he has re- 


| moved the troops to the frontier for more conve- 
It is true, that this idea of his has 


| takes so much interest, because when the troops are 
| moving on the frontier they can get little or no corn 
and grass for nothing. 


| 
| 
} 
} 


/}annum. In town, prairie-grass hay is worth from 


|| forty dollars to sixty dollars a ton. On the fron- 


. ' || tier, you can get twice as much for nothing. 
As | had occasion to show, in reply to a previ- | 


| Such little differences, amounting?in all to (say) 
only $1,000 a day, is comfortable picking for the 
| constituents of the honorable gentleman from Mis- 
souri. By constituents, | mean those whom the 


| honorable gentleman represents quoad hoc, such as 


| the late dispenser of patronage in New Mexico, 


his clerk, the sutlers, contractors, recipients of 


| thwart all beneficial lezislation for New Mexico. 


| ‘Thegentleman from Missouri acknowledges that 
| he gets his items from these persons, whom I may 
| speak of as my escort, though not escort of honor. 

| A Vorce. A dishonorable escort. 

| Mr. WEIGHTMAN. To show the reckless- 
| ness of the persons in whose behalf the honorable 
| gentleman seems so much interested, how little 


| they care to promote the interest of the Govern- | 


| ment towards whom they represent all others to 
be unfaithful, [ read from a letter of Governor 
Calhoun, to the Indian Department: 


Executive DerparRTMENT, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, June 30, 1851. 
Sir: For more than a month past insurrection and trea- 
son have been rife. You are aware, if | mistake not, that 
I visited Anton Chico on the 16th of last month, in com 


| 
| 
| 


|| pany with Colonel Munroe and others, for the purpose of 


| having a further talk with the Apaches residing east of the 
| Rio del Norte, and of distributing among them some corn, 
| as they complained of being in a starving condition. Sev 
| eral days betore we reached Anton Chico a Comanche del 
| egation arrived, and resolved to await my arrival. On thé 
14th, two days anterior to our arrival, the Indians departed 
| in greathaste. Subsequent inquiries brought to light the 
| fact that they were frightened off by infamous individuals, 
| who stated to them the Americans were gathering for the 
| purpose of murdering all the Indians we could find Not 
| an Indian was seen, nor could | ascertain who put in cir- 
| culation the report. Messengers (runners) were sentin the 
| direction of the Bosque Redondo, who fell in with the Co 
manches who came to this superintendency on the 28th of 
| May. During the ewsuing day we had a long talk, in the 
presence of Colonel Munroe and a number of other per 
sons. During the afternoon the chief, Eagle Feathers, vis- 
ited me in my quarters, sold to me a captive, manifested 
perfect satisfaction at all that had passed, and repeated that 
| nothing but death would prevent his visiting me again, with 
| chiefs and others, before two moons should terminate their 
rounds. Between twelve and one o’clock on the morning 


\| of the 30th, these Indians fled from the city, leaving behind 
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> 
them their animais, arms, robes, and provisions. 
as I ascertained the fact, | sent out agents in search of them ; 
one only was overtaken, and he returned and stated that, 
about twelve o'clock at night the chief was called out, by 
whom he could not tell, and when he retarned he stated 
they must run without a moment's delay, as we were pre 
pating to have them all killed the next day. T sent out per 
sons to have their property rerarned, a schedule of which 
you will find inctosed ; this was done at a heavy cost, but 
I could not do otherwise. The Indians ina thetic fight car 
ried off a number of animals belonging to individuals resid 
ing between this and Anton Chico; and a widew, who had 
lost nine, informed me on yesterday all had been returned 
but one, and some other articles of no great value, for which 
she claims indemnification. This return of property wae 
caused by the receipt of their own, which I had sevt te them: 
since then Ff have received two messages from them, desir 
ing me to visit them, or to authorize them tocomein. The 
latter proposition ts altogether inadmissible, and will be so re 
garded watil iosurrectionary and treasonable intents are sub 
dued. [guorant as [ am of the purposes of the Government, 
and entirely destitute of means, the first propesition cannot 
be entertained ; bat the end is not yet, 

During the present mouth almost every canceivable effort 
has been mace to indace the Pueblo Indians to take ap arms, 
saying the party in the ascendency in the Territory intended 


So soon 


; to take trom them their binds and property, and to drive 


| them out of the 


The mode of proceeding adopted by Sumner | 
|| has decreased the Quartermaster General’s esti- 


| mate, for the item of forage alone, $300,000 per | 


\| quartermaster’s jobs, and the gamblers for such | 
'| beardless lieutenants and disbursing officers’ clerks | 
| as desire to bet against his bank, who are now, or 
|| heretofore have been, in this city attempting to 


|| preaching. 


'| gered American lives. 


country or exterminate them 

The Pueblo Indians have besieged, almost, the superin 
tendency during the present mouth They held a council 
here, which lasted the greater part of three days. This 
council was composed of the Pueblos of Sandia, Santa Ava, 
San Felipe, Cia, Santa Domingo, Cochiti; and subsequently 
San lidefonso, Santa Clara, Tesuque Nambsé, San Juan, 
and Taos, sentin delegations, all highly excited. Not one 
of the Pueblos at this time desire to abandon their old cus 
toms and usages; aud you may rely upon it these p ople 
must be treated with the utmost delicacy, or bloody scenes 
will be witnessed in this Territory A delicate induction 
will bring these people to any peint you may desire ; but it 
must be delicate, and protection must be afforded to thein 

* * “ * * ‘ ® 

I have not time to say more, and have the honor to be 

your obedient servant, 
JOHN 8S. CALHOUN 
Hon. Loxe Lea, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 


The Indians were by false representations fright- 
ened out of Santa Fé where they had come to see 
the agent of the Government, by false information 
conveyed to them for none other than mischievous 
purposes. The Indians, as the Governor in his 
letter states, fled on the morning of the 30th of 
May. 

In the Santa Fé Gazette of that 
appears the paragraph | now read: 


identical date 


“ Query.—Some inquisitive fellow has sent us the fol 
lowing quiz: 

“* Who ran the Comanches out of town 

“The same meddle-ome tellow that does nearly all the 
mischief perpetrated hereabouts—Quien Sabe." 


” 


Most persons here would consider such conduct 
as this very reprehensible; but by the editor of the 
Santa Fé Gazette, the organ of the friends of the 
honorable gentleman from Missouri, it is consid- 
ered an excellent joke—a quiz. 

I will mention another piece of reckleasness. 
On one occasion rumors gathered in Santa Fé in 
the ost authentic way thatthe Mexican inhabitants 
of Taos county were in a state of insurrection-— 
that American lives were in great danger there—- 
and that the mills of Mr. St. Vrain, a contractor, 
had been attacked, and burnt tothe ground. ‘These 
rumors came to Santa Fé, supported by appa- 
rently the clearest testimony. The distance from 
Santa Fé to Taos is only seventy, miles, and 
most respectable persons said it was all as true as 
Under these alarming circumstances 

troops were ordered post haste from Santa Fé to 
| Taos to quell the insurrection, and protect endan- 
One company of artillery 
marched from Santa Fé to Taos, (perhaps the 
force was greater,) and, on its arrival there, found 
| the inhabitants industriously laboring in their 
| fields, and the St. Vrain mills—the burnt down St. 

Vrain mills—in active operation, grinding flour for 
| the Government. Although this mistake brought 
| some expense to the Government, and gave un- 

necessary trouble to officers and soldiers, it may 
be that some corresponding advantage was gained. 

But this is merely suggestion. It is barely possi- 

ble that somebody in the county into which the 
| troops marched may have disposed of some corn 
or forage which otherwise would have been un- 


| sold. 


| Other illustrations of New Mexican rumors 
| might be given did time permit. But this, at all 
events, may be stated: that in the midst of all the 
clamor of ‘‘ danger to American lives,’’ no two of 
| the Americans have ever thought it necessary to 
come together for mutual protection; but, as has 
always been the case, are living where business 
| or freak may call them—in frequent instances sin- 
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vle Americans living in 


Mexican towns where for 


“a month ata time they cannot have an opportu 


' , 
pity to speak their own language, because they 
} ‘ ‘ } On we 

ii I aye wio undael ind it—coing, 1 7 
nrecisely what they did belore these rumors berun. 
" “ot 1 é ‘ . ! ‘ , . 
That the removal of the troops from the towns 


to the frontiers, 1s 
as a very important and injurious affair, and that 
has a decided effect on the price of calico and 


esteemed, by certain persons, 


corn—that this is the all-absorbing question Ww ith 
New Mexic 18 now 
an, the Santa 


Mar 


A ‘ | 
Albuquerque correspondent, who, 


the malcontents of beyond 
question; itis Admitted in their or: 


Ké Gazette. 1 read 
20th, from the 


from the number of 


1) 


after showing an inamiable temper towards Gov 
ernor Calhoun, says **it would be a good idea for 
some pers: os to give to the public 1 political biog 
raphy of : Excellence y,’’ and the coes on W ith 
firstly, sec ods ,and so on to seventhly, which 1 
as follows: 

‘*Seventhiy. t yuntthe means by which the Governor 
ind his friead procured the removal of the troops irom t 
towns 10 the frontiers, thereby ruining the mercantile and 
agricultural interests of the ‘Territors iow the wisdom 


falling off in tl ' 
of goods, the difference in the price of corn and wheat, and 
the yuin that has been occasioned te every int 
‘Territory Show the fatherly 
ernor took of us in that im nent, by taking thousands 
upon thousands 
to enable the Gov 
mize a litth 


An Albuquerq 1?” cor respondent 


of the movement by manifesting the 


restin th 
and beneficial care the Gov 
from the people of the Territory, in order 


‘rnment of the United States to econo 


of the St. Louis 


Republican of September th, savs as follows: 
‘T much feara civil war, as, when this news reaches San 
ta Fé, no donbt, from the excited state of the public mind, 


a large body of Americans will be disposed to take the law 


into their own hands, punish those coucerned in this affair, 
indin that of thore who killed Burtinett All this has grown 
out of the ill feeling of the Mexicans towards the Ameri 

ins, and if Congress does not do something for us, a gen 
eral war of the races will be the result 

‘ Troops will hare to he stationed in tict ns toprevent 
bloodshed. Most of the army are now on a cainpaign 
against the Navajoes.”’ 

‘ ' ’ 

So, there we have disease and remedy; the rem 
edy is, ** troops will have to be tationed in the 
towns to prevent bloodshed. ’’ 

The Albuy rerque corresponde t seems to bea 
‘andid man, and in a future letter he May make a 


clean breast of It, and say, ** troops will have to be 


stationed in the towns to give us achance att 


fontracts, and to make a market for corn and 
calico.”’ 

It may not be amiss to say, that it appears, by 
he Santa Fé Gazette of March 13th, that the n 
chants keep up their spirits in spite of all the alarr 
for their HOA. This will doubtless be gratifying 
to the gentleman freém Missouri. I read for 
benefit: 

‘Tie spirits of our merchants are peculiarly high, and 
in excelient tune, in spite of the hard and pressing times 


which all complain of in Santa Fé. In the 
may see therm talking in Knots of two or three, about poli 
ties, the state of the weather, and business prospects, &« 

&c.: bat without that gloomy and cast-down look always 
perceptible on the countenance of a city merchant in the 
States, when business is dull, and a prospect © 


morbing you 


a Speedy 





juilure ts before hum. In the allernoon, if the weathers is 
tavorable, vou may see these same merchants, with their 


clerks, exercising their limbs by a game of ball 


ane from the harsas 


respective 
in the plaza, clad 
rm anne absorbing duties of the desk und counter, to gain a 


lithe recreation in this manuer. The 


at being able to es 


y employ their even 
ings, generally, in letting off fireworks, to the no small en 
tertainment of the natives and strangers in Santa Fé, and 
to the terror of the cantne race, and wo be to one uf he 
should 


appen to get caudht, as nothing on earth would save 


him from having a saquib or cracker ted to tus tan, fired, 
and himeelf started oif down the street, velling and howl 
ing as though his t majesty, with all his followers, 
were after him. These innocent amusements, however, 


have a tendency llowship 
of each other, and is, perhaps, a better mode Ol passing tie 


time than resorting to the drink! 


to keep up the good feeling and f 


and gambling-houses,”’ 


is 


To convince the honorable gentleman from Mis- 
souri that the danger of being killed by Mexicans 

New Mexico is baseless, and the fears of those 
Americans who wish for the oops in town are 
feigned, | read from an Albuquerque correspond- 
the hanging of a Mexican by several Amer- 
ieans in that neighborhood—an act altogether in- 
with real fear, and a wanton outrage, 
in my opinion, without justification, and well cal- 
culated to create a belief in the minds of the Mex- 
icans that Americans entertain deadly hostility to 


them: 


ent of 


consistent 


“ Arauquverauer, February 21, 1852. 
‘Mr. Eprror: On the 14th instant, we had, in the county 
of Vateacia, an application of the law of the famous Judge 
Lynch. It appears that, about ten days previous to that 
ume, a German, by the name of Max Wetzer, was barbar 
ously murdered in Belen for bis money, some five or six 
hundred dollare 


THE CONGRES' 


No clue was had, until about the llth of 
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this month, 





as to who were : murderers. No investiga- 
lion Was had by the authorities as to the cause of his death. 
no excrement prevailed whatever, and, consequently, no 
attempt was made to ascertain who the murderers were 
but the ¢ i ge, ¢ murder Vv I} out,? was prov in ' 
case, tor it appears thata peon who belonged tothe Alcalde, 


called Patricio 
Of lis master, and on tie 


had been absent some days from the service 
Lith of this month, his mas 
who live { Jarrales, heard of his being in 
the town, and sent for him and put him to work in the field 
with other peons. Patricio, after working about half the 
day, threw down his hoe and swore he would not work any 


4in the place calle 


longer for his master, The peons who were with him 
asked him, why? He responded, becaus » had plenty ot 
money to pay his master; thathe and others ted killed that 
d -1 gringo in Belen, and they had a whole bag money 

‘What!’ exclaimed one, ‘do you confess that you helped 
kill that man ‘Yes,’ says he, ‘and whatif I did, what 
harm is it to kill a gringo, they are not Christians, they are 
heretics ??—and other expressions, going to prove that he 


regarded it no more of asin to killa gringo than to killa 


‘One of the peons immediately informed the Alcalde of 
it, who had the man Patricio seized, and proc d to ex 
amine him as to his accomplices. After many contradic 
tory statements, he told this story: That what he said pre 


viously was not true; that he had endeavored by so doing 
to save his hrother-in-law’s life; that the truth was, that 
he and his brother-in-law had gone to the store of Max 
Wetzer about nine o’clock in the evening; that his brother- 
in-law knocked at the door; that Max Wetzer had retired, 
and called out from his bed, who wasthere? that his broth- 
er-in-law responded something in English—he knew how 





to speak it, having learned in California; that Max Wert 
zer came to the door and opened it, and was tying his faze 
or sash at the time; Max and his brother-in-law entered, 
and were talking and laughing for a few minutes; that he 

i not understand anything except he heard the word Cal 
ifornia several times; that he thinks that his brother in-law 


sked to buy some articles, and that, 
ot the counter, bis brother-in-law struck him with the 
thigh-bone of an ox thathe had concealed under his blanket; 
Max fell over the counter on to the floor, between the coun 
ter and the shelves; his brother-in law jumped over and 
continued striking hin; and that ina few minutes he called 
out to him at the door, Where he had stood watching, that 
h Max) was dead, to come in and look for the money ; h 
wentin; they broke open atrunk but found no money in 
it, but at last found the bag of money under the head of 
Max Wetzer’s bed; they took the bag of money and started 
for the river; they threw away the bone that Max had 
been killed with, into the river, and his brother in-law 
washed some blood off that was on his shirt sleeve: th 
went into the hilte and staid all night: that his brother-in 
law agreed to hide the money, and only gave him 
out of the bag. 

he brother-in-law was arrested, 

but on bis shirt sleeves were marks or stains of the 
that he had washed off at the river. 

‘The alealde committed them both, and on the 14th ofthe 
month two men came to the prefect, professing to hav an 
from the Hon. H. Mower for the prisoners, in 
order to convey them to Socorro for sate keeping; the 


] but the prefect,on applica 


as Max jumped on top 





dollar 


but denied the whole: 


blood 


order 


alealde retused to deliver them, 
tion, did deliver them up, and the prisoners started in 
charge of the two men. Onthe next morning, about three 
or four miles from where they started, 

oners were discovered hanging to a tree, one of the 
throuch the body, both of them dead. Genera! s 
sed by the 


(Jarrales,) the pri 


m shot 
au 


Americans of the Rio Abajo, and mans 


is expre 


ire of the opinion thatitis the only law by which the lives 
“Americans can be secure in this Territory Among ‘the 
Mexicuns | have not heard of one, as yet, that condemned 


the act.”’ 
I say for 
he murderer 


this act there was no justification. 


ry 


7" } 
wWieXicans, and 
a Mexican ale alde, and would, 


I was arrested by 
was commitied vy 
without doubt, have suffered by due course of 
law. But | mention this matter as furnishing 
conclusive proof that the Americans in and about 
Albuquerque, which the honorable gentleman has 
| *hbor!} 


told us is the dangerous neig 100d, have no 


fears but feigned ones. Such an act as this is ut- 
nt with fears. 

will not, by its 
f confidence in 


terly inconsiste 


[trust the committee 
show a want o 


action, 
the people of New 
exico. Distrust begets distrust, and confidence 
vevrets confidence. 
, by your legislation, that the Government 
entertains kindly feelings for them, and those feel- 
ings will be reciprocated. 
my constituents feel a lively in- 
térest; indeed, it is with them almost a matter of 
life and death. They are entitled to the protection 
of the Government, and I doubt not that they will 
receive lt. 

The question was then taken u 1pon the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now offer the 
following amendment, to come in atthe end of the 
first section: 


And that so much of the §200,000-annually appropriated 
by the act of 5 


23d April, 1808, for arming and equipping the 
militia of the United States as may be necessary, shall be 
used for this purpose, anything in said act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

l approve of the general objects of the bill now 
before the committee; but if it is to pass without 
the amendment | propose, or something similar, 
it will be an additional charge upon the Treasury 


Snow 


1 


On this subject 





GLOBE. | 


ject of the bill, 





_ May 22, 


of the United States, to hind is already imy posed 
upon it. By the act of the 23d of April, 1808. 
which I Mins before me, there is the permanent 
annual appropriation of $200,000, made for 
arming and equipping of the whole body of the 
militia of the United States, including the Terri. 

Under that act there has been alre idy ex- 
pended the sum of $8,800,000, the greater part of 
which, perh Ips, has never resul ted in any good 
to the country, or to the individuals among whom 
the arms were distributed. My amendment to 
ae that the expense of armin g 
this militia in the Territories of Ore ron and New 
Me exico, and the Sis es of Texas and California, 

which have just been added, shall be defrayed out 

of this annu: al approprit ation of $200,000, for the 
purpose of arming the militia. I think that the 
balance of the country will not suffer in the least 
by taking so much of that $200,000 as may be 
found necessary. - Under the second section of 
this bill, the President would have authority, 

| the troops which he might 


«} 
Lie 


tories, 


this section } 


however, to arm all 
find it necessary to call into the country, either a 
militia or volunteers. I hope the amendment will 
be adopted, 5 


Mr. VENABLE. I} 


nave NO Opposition to car- 
rying out the law, to which my friend from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jones] has referred; but the amend- 
ment which he proposes I think will defeat the ob- 
which is now before the House. 
[tis a perfect phantom of the imagination that the 
people of Oregon or New Mexico will furnish the 
Indians, who are daily plundering them of their 
property, rendering their lives unsafe, and driving 
them from their homes, with the arms with whic h 
they are furnished, for their own protection, by the 
United States. It would be to presume that men 
vould war against the instincts of 


nm re] 
and 


self. protection, 
The cheapest and the most 
mode of protecting our frontiers, is to 
the hands of those who have the 
in that protection. But, a friend 
them buy them. The cour ntry is 
eting, and those who have settled our 
frontier territory, and who are entitled to our pro- 
tection iby the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, have 
aright to ask fort he prot ection of t} he Government. 
[ am for the cheap est and most efficient mode of 
protection, which the interest of the individual 
ettler, his wife and children, demands at our 
hands. 

But I have before me an authority which ought to 
satisfy the mind of everyone. We have the arms 
on hand, accord ing to the re por tof the See retary 

War. We have them dredv’ Mm our arsenals 
and it will not require the expendigure of a single 
dime to give us possession of the arms. All that 

] by the resi- 


self-preservation. 
efficient 
piace arms in 
deepest interest 
ays to me, let 
worth prote 


is _ d by the people of the frontier, 
dents of New Mexico and Oregon, exposed to the 
seaslite of the Camanches upon theone hand, and 
savage tribes upon the other, is, that Government 
should place in their hands arms already manu- 
factured, which are accumulating in our arsenals, 
which are not in use, and for which we have paid, 
in order that they may protect themselves and 
their firesides from the assaults of the savage foe. 
I do not understand that policy which says that 
t worth protecting, and that it 
oucht to be abandoned. We have induced men 

rontier Territories belonging to us, and 
under obligations to protect them. All 
> ask at our hands is the use of w eapons 


he country is not 


o go to 


we are 


that they 


which have been manufactured at the expense of 


the Government, which are already paid for, 
which are now lying useless in our armories, and 
vhich every instinct that operates upon the human 
heart would induce those men residing in New 


Mexico and Oregon to use for the protection of 
, their families, and their property. If 


themselves 
we wish a cheap protection, this is the one. If we 
wish to reduce the standing army, this is the way 
to reduce it. Recur to the history of our country; 
recur to that history in which, without arms, 
without ammunition, men resorted to their own 
rifles and shot-guns to relieve their country from 
the invasion of a foreign foe. Place in the hands 
of these individuals who have exposed themselves 
in settling the frontier, and for whom itis our duty 
to provide protection, the means of protecting 
themselves, their firesides, and homes 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Jones's 
amendment, and there were—ayes 48, noes 47; 
no quorum voting. 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers; 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Jones, of Ten- 
nessee, and Barty, of Virginia, were appointed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | ask that the roll 
be called, as there is no quorum present. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘Lhe Chair thinks that if 
side or the other 
Thatcan 


ventlemen will vote upon one 
there w< suld be founda quorum present. 
be ascertal ined | 4 tellers. 

Mr. BROOK Will the Chair state the ques- 
uonsr 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment proposed by the gentleman trom len- 
nessee, (Mr. Jones. ] 

he question was then 
reported—ayes 66, noes 51. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. CLEVELAND, the bill was 
then laid as ide, to be reported to the House with 
a reco wheaag 8 that 1t do pass. 


The question is upon the 


taken, and the teilers 


SCHOOL LANDS IN OREGON. 

The next bill on the Calendar was House bill 
No. 260, ** to amend the act to establish the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That bill only proposes 
to give to the Territory of Oregon a privilege 
which has been given, | believe, to all the States 
to which land has been granted for school pur- 
poses. [t proposes that where the land has been 
taken for any other purpose, or where the section 
happens to be a fractional one, the people of the 
Territory shall have the opportunity of selecting 
other land to the amount which is th 18 lost 
of it. I suppose there can be no o! 
bill—I can see none—and | therefore 


in leu 
lection to the 
move that it 
be laid aside, to be reported to the House with a 
recommendation that it do 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish toask the gentleman 
from Illinois a question. ‘The billsays that * the 
‘ Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Oregon 
‘be, and hereby are authorized, in all cases where 
‘the sixteenth or thirty-sixth sections, or ¢ ny part 
‘thereof, shall be taken and occupied under the 
‘law making donations of oe to actu rs siete rs 
‘or otherwise, to cause the 


’ 
ty commussioners 


erritory, orsuch 


Tit 
‘of the several counties in sait id we 


other officer or officers as they shall direct, to 
‘select, in lieu thereof, an equal quantity of any 


‘unoccupied land, in sections, or fractional sec- 


‘uons, as the case may be.’’ [ wish to know 
what force is intended to be given to the word 
* occupied ??’°—if it is connected with le: 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


nothing else. 


ral titles ? 
Certainly. lt can mean 
When you talk of ** occupied under 
the law,’’ of course you refer to legal titles. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But may not the lancuage 
there used be susceptible of other constructions? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will state to the cen- 
tleman that the words ** or otherwise,’’ are meant 
to cover a different class of cases. It happens every 
where that ae of these sixteenth and thirty- 
sixth sections fall in fractional ones, and thus they 
do not get the land that Congress intended to give. 
It is certainly right they should have it. That is 
the view in which the words “ or otherwise ”’ are 
used here. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported t 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN OREGON. 

The next bill on the Calendar was House bill 
No. 262, ** to authorize the President of the United 
‘States to designate the places for ports of entry 
‘and delivery for the collection districts of Puget’s 

‘Sound and Umpqua, i in the Territory of Oregon, 
‘and to fix the compensation of the collector at 

‘ Astoria in said Territory.’ 

Mr. STUART. I think it would be advisable 
to stop the debate upon this bill if we mean to 
get through with the territorial business to- day. 
i move that the committee rise for that purpose. 

Mr. HALL. There is no disposition to ddliate 
the bill. 

Mr. STUART. Then I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 1 presume 
there is no disposition to debate this bill. We 
have already a bill upon the table from the Sen- 
ate, embracing substantially the same provisions 
as the one now before us, which emanates from 
the Committee on Commerce of this House. It 
varies little from the Senate bill, except in refer- 
ence to the salaries. [ believe there will be no ob- 
Jection to the bill. I move that it be laid aside, to 
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be reported to the House with the recomme! da 
tion that it do pass. 
was agreed to. 
EXTRA CLERKS FOR THE LEGISLATURE 
NEW MEXICO. 
The next bill on the Calendar was House bi 
No. 263, ** to provide for additional clerks, and 
ions ofthe Legislative Assembly ot 
the ‘Territory of New Mexico.”’ 
Mr. SCUDDER | had the honor of reportin 


this t ill. it isa bill for the purpose ot increa 


‘The motion 


ext i tne sess 


the number of clerks in the Legislative Assembly 
of New Mexico. 
and to und: 


In order to understand the bill, 
‘stand the necessity of this increase 
in the number of clerks, we should consider first 
of what the population of New Mexico consists. 
lt was made to appear to the committee that th: 
population of New Mexico consists of sixty-one 
thousand five nundred and forty-seven pe ie, 
Of those, about eight hundred speak the English 
SIXLY 
Mexican or Spanish language. Of course, the 


Legislativ 


' ' 
langu re, and about thousand speak the 


Assembly, which is elected by this 
popul iLion, CONSISLS ot madiv iduals w ho St eak tue 


Spanish language alone, and of individuals who 
speak the English language alone. Hence it be- 


comes necessary in their Legislative Assembly 
that they shall have clerks who can write not only 
Spanish but English. It was made to appear to 
the committee that the business of the Legislature 
of the Territory could not be carried on unless 
they had another set of Salata tenie for the Hous 

and two for the Council. It also appeared to the 
committee that er es and Americans, both 
making motions, House, it is necessary to 
have an interpreter, so that when motions are 
they can be readily interpreted, and thus 
communicated to those who do not understand 
the language in which they are made. Conse- 
quently the committee were of the opinion that it 
was necessary, in order to carry on the business 
Legislative Assembly, that they 


m ide 


ot the should 


have two sets of clerks—oneto record and engross 


language, and the other to record 
und engross in the English language: and also 
that they should have an interpreter. ‘That is the 


e Pe ~ Ps | 
substance of the first section of the bill. 


in the Spanish 


The secend section provides tor the payment ot 
extra clerksand an interpreter that 


byxy : 
oY the 


wereenip oved 
Legislative Assembly at its last session. 
Feeling the necessity of it, but without the author- 
ity of law, the Assembly did, at its last session, 
emp! »y two extra clerks and an interpreter. Now, 
yy a general law passed in 1846, the Legislative 
the Territories are confined 

two clerks. The Delegate from the Territory in- 
out and sent t 

the Treasury Department for the payment.of those 

ext clerks and of the 
the “4 sembly at its last session, and the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury doubts his authority to 
allow the payment. Wehave, ; 


the second section of the bill, w 


Asseinblies of all 


form ; us that bills have been made 


interpre ters emploved by 


therefore, reporte d 


cH provides triat 


the Secretary of the ‘I reasury shall p ty the eXtra 


“erKs and the interpretei, who were employed 
during the last session of the Assembly, in t 
same way as he pays the two clerks that they are 


authorized by law to employ. 
The third section of the bill provides for the ex- 
tension of the time for holding the sessions of the 
Aenea ly of the Territory of New 
Mexico. Thelaw as it now stands, and as it was 
fixed at the organization of the Territory, provides 


Levislative 


1 1 


that the Legislative Assembly shall not extend 
aebed forty days. when this 
organic law w as passed, it was not taken into con- 
sideration, the delays and inconveniences that 
would accrue in consequence of the necessity 
which exists of transacting all their business in 
both the Spanish and English languages. And 
now, notwithstanding, two extra clerks have been 
provided for, and notwithstanding interpreters 
have been provided, still, it appears to the com- 
mittee, that for the purpose of enabling them to 
nerform their business as it should be performed, 
to have it understood by the Spaniards and the 
Americans, both of which constitute the Assem- 
b ly, it 18 necessary that they should have the lib- 
erty of conti nuing the sessions sixty days, instead 


Itis probable that 


of forty, as is provided for by ‘the organic law of 


the Territory. 
Mr. HEBARD. I wish to make an inquiry in 
relation to these clerks. 


1 see the bill provides |, 
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| wish to inquire how many 


for additional clerks. 


are allowed now 

Mr. SCUDDER. The number already em- 
ploye i according to the iaw, 18 two in each house 
of Assembly. ‘That is the general law applicable 


to all the Lerritor 
Mr. HEBARD 


Il understand the bill to recom- 


mend tne appointment "two more for each House, 
two to write KE i and two to write Spanish. 
Now, I wish to inquire why one to write each 
! re Wo Iinot a we 

Mr. SCUDDER I is} essary to have two 
ine i House,a re nd an engrossing clerk, 
when the business 1s nsacted in English only 
tf course it would ne rv to have duplicates 
if th \ ress was to be carried on in both lan- 

tae 

Mr. Chairman, it may perhaps be well, al- 
thouch it is very d thul, in my mind, whether 
it is eood policy, f he itive business of the 
country to be carried on in the English language 
ext vely now. I‘he time is probably not verv 
tar distant wnen it may irried on in that lan 
ruagve: but at the present time it would beadenial 
of justice, a denial of understanding, to a portion 
of those who constitute the Assembly It is as 
recessary that ild carried on in two lan 
ruaves, as it is that it should be carried on at - 
i wi merely suggest, in regard to the tim ft 
limi the sessions of the Assembly, that I believ 
the berritories of Oregon id Minnesota both had 
their time extended. In their organic laws, the 

ne for holding these Legislative Assemblies was 


confined to forty days; but since that, it has been 
extended to sixty days, mm each of these ‘Territo- 
ries, Now, it would seem that sixty days should 


irely be anowed the business of a 


tral 

in . | } 

Cerr ory im Vo lan ruages, wren It 18 AalloW ed to 
ransact it in uage in these Territories. | 





have thus « xp @ reasons W hich induc ed the 


committee to ofier t tit If there be no o jee 
tion, i move to tay it aside to be reported to the 


Hous 
HEBAI Hlas this bill been printed 


Mr. SC UDDE R. it | 

Vir. HEBARD I have not be able to seel 
If it has been p ed, ther have bee no exw 
copies furnished for distribution, for | have not 
been able to find one. On this account | cannot SAY 
very much with regard to the details of the bill; 
but L believe it is one which, at ist, in some of 

features, is not unimportant If you leave the 
question of e onomy entire ly out of si rht, the s8ug- 
restion of the gentleman from Mas sachusetts, [Mr 
Scupper,] id reference to the policy and purpose 
for which this recommendation ts made, seems to 
me to merit some further consideration than has 
vet been giventort. I ask the gentleman from 


Massachusetts, or any other gentleman on this 
floor, when} s that this governmentol ‘New Mex- 
ico would become Anglicized so that the translat 


r clerks, and the clerks required to write in the 


Spanish language, could be dispensed with, if in 
+} tion, we eon \ maku r prov sions by 
w hte 7: \ ind the ceedings of the Territo- 
rv shall be carried or both the English and the 
Spanish lang f It seems tome that we should 
discourage any ch attempts, I ask the rentle- 
man from Massachusett: by what means he propo- 
seg to remedy the evil if he would grant this facility 
from the commencement? I[ do not helieve it is 
rood policy. I do not believe it is for the welfare 


of the people of that Territory, to enact the laws 
[tis the 
nolicy of the Government to give whatever en- 
courgement may be given to bring the language 
into uniformity. I am aware that there may be 
some inconvenience and some difficulty, but I he- 
lieve that difficulty is not commensurate with the 
injury that will result and be entailed upon the 
Territory by giving the encourage- 
ment which this bill intends. 

ut it seems to me, even admitting the policy 
of keening the records in both languages, that the 
recommendation contained in this bill, relative to 
the number of clerks is a little extraordinary, and 
[am not prepared, as a matter of economy, t 
carry it out. 1 cannot see why there should be 
that number of clerks employed for that Assem- 


: ; : 
ofthe Territory in the Spanish language. 


neonle of that 


b Vv That Territory has ismatil and limited pop- 
ulation, and its business 1s limited, and it seems to 
me that the precedent is a dangerous one. But 


my chief objection is not that of economy. I un- 
derstood the gentleman from Massachusetts, wha 
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reported the bill, to recommend the encouragement 
of a policy which I consider detrimental to the 
interests of that Territory and inconsistent with 
the policy of our Government. I therefore hope 
that without further consideration, without further 
reasons shown, this bill will not be passed; at 
least not passed until some of the amendments or 
modificauons I have suggested shall have been 
made, 

Mr. STUART. As this bill seems likely to 
elicit discussion, I move that the committee do 
now rise, with a view of closing debate upon it. 

The CHAIRMAN, ‘There is a motion pend- 
ing that the bill be reported to the House. 

Mr. STUART. Very well; if that motion can 
be carried, if no other gentleman proposes to dis- 

a it, of course I do not insist upon my motion. 
Mr. GORMAN. 1 have an amendment which 
I wish to offer. 

Mr. STUART. 
tion, that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
+ having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. 
jranron, of Tennessee) reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union had, 
according to order, had the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the following bills, 
which they had instructed him to report to the 
House and to recommend their passage: 





cu 


f 
4 
‘ 


3:11 (259) to provide for the protection of the | 


Territories of New Mexico and Oregon, with an 
numendment; 

Bill (260) to amend the act to establish the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon, without amendment; and 

s11] (262) to authorize the President to desig- 


Then I insist upon my mo- | 


yet, there being no law by which it could be paid, 
or any fund set apart for Hs payment, it has here- 


| tofore not been allowed. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I should like to ask if those 
commissioners were appointed by authority of 
law ? 

Mr. GORMAN. They were appointed by the 
first Legislature that were convened in the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico. 

Mr. DUNHAM. But not by authority of law. 

Mr. GORMAN. No, sir; the first Legislature 
that met in New Mexico appointed one or two 


| Spanish gentlemen, residents of the Territory, who 
| collected together the various laws that were in force 
| in the Territory, and with two of the judges, ap- 


pointed by Congress for that Territory, they pro- 
ceeded to perform the duty imposed upon them by 
the Legislature. The Legislature woukl have 
made an appropriation for their payment, but there 
are no funds at their disposal out of which they 
can be paid. ‘The Committee of Ways and Means 


| of this House have the matter before them, and 


nate the places for the ports of entry and delivery || 


for the collection districts of Puget’s Sound, and 
Uinpqua, in the Territory of Oregon; and to fix 
the compensation of the collector at Astoria in the 
said Territory. 

The committee had also had under consideration 
bill No. 263, for additional clerks, and to extend the 
sessions of the Legislative Assembly of the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico, and had come to no reso- 
lution thereon. 


Mr. STUART. 


1 move the usual resolution 


to close debate in Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union upon bill No. 263, in five minutes 


after the committee shall have resumed its consid- 


eration. 


The question was then put, and the motion | 


agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I now move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 

The question was then put, and the motion 
noret d to, 

So the rules were suspended, 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee, in the Chair,) and 
resumed theconsideration of bill No. 263. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
I desire to offer, to come in at the end of the bill: 

That the said Legislature of New Mexico shall cause 
to be allowed the commissioners heretofore appointed to 
dratt a code of laws, such compensation as may be just and 
reasonable, and whieh, when so allowed, shall be paid out 
of the funds appropriated to defray the expeuses of said Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. Chairman, at the first session of the Le- 
gislature of New Mexico they appointed two of 
your judges whom you had sent out there, to- 
gether with some Spanish gentlemen,to draft a 
code of laws, and to look up the various laws then 
in foree in New Mexico, and to put them in such 


I have an amendment which | 


a shape that they could conveniently be referred | 


to, and understood. These commissioners and 


judges, in obedience to the act of the first Legisla- | 


ture that convened in New Mexico, proceeded to 
perform that duty. But there is no general law 
authorizing them to be paid. The commissioners 


have transmitted to me a claim to be presented to | 
the Auditors of the Treasury of the United States. | 


After the proper vouchers had been procured from 


the proper authorities in New Mexico, they also | 
sent the same claim to the Delegate from that Ter- | 
I presented the claim to the proper De- 


ritory. 
partment of the Treasury. But as there was no 
authority by law to pay it, although its propriety 
was admitted, although the right of that Legisla- 
ture to create the commissioners was not doubted, 


j 
j 
} 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


—— 





| consequence of the operation of the war. 


will, in due time, make the necessary appropria- 
tion. But it is necessary that some direction 
should be given, in order that the Legislature shall 
have the authority to act upon an account which 
is just and proper to be paid. 

Mr. HALL. Why could not the members of 
the Legislature do it themselves? 

Mr. GORMAN. Three of these commissioners 
were members of the Legislature. The judicial 
opinion of the judges was highly important and 
necessary to form a proper code of laws, and make 
them conform to the institutions of the country. 
They were selected as being, perhaps, more fa- 


miliar with the Constitution and the Jaws of the | 


United States, so as to make the institutions and 
laws of New Mexico conform more completely 
with the institutions of this country. They com- 
pleted the laws, and the next Legislature adopted 
nearly all of them. This bill only proposes to 
give the next Legislature which may convene in 
that Territory, authority to make such an allow- 
ance as, in their judgment, may seem proper—such 
as they may deem reasonable and right. An ap- 
propriation by law, furnishing all the means, 
which will be made, lapprehend, by the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means. 

{Here the hammer fell—the time fixed by the 
House for closing debate having arrived. } 

Mr. DUNHAM madesome remarks here which 
were totally inaudible to the Reporter. 

Mr. GORMAN. One word more. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must inform 
the gentleman that the time for debate has expired, 
and this amendment has been spoken against, and 
no further debate is in order. 

Mr. GORMAN. By making an amendment 
to my own amendment can | be heard for a mo- 
ment? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
fy hisown amendment, but cannot offer an amend- 
ment to his own amendment, upon which to speak. 


Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I wish to make an in- 


formal amendment, for the purpose of saying half | 


a dozen words. 


The CHAIRMAN. TheChair cannot hear the | 


| gentleman’s suggestion. 


Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I propose to make 


some informal amendment, for the purpose of ma- | 


king aremark to the House. I move to strike 
out the last word in the bill. It is certainly in the 
power of the committee and the House to make 
this allowance to the Legislature in this way or 
not, as the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Dunnam] 
has suggested, and they have also to take into 
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sota, all added togetherand multiplied by two, as 
appears by the last census. Itis double theamount 
of all those other Territories put together. Under 
all the circumstances | trust Congress will author- 
ize it. 

Mr. STUART. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentlemen from New Mexico, 
[Mr. Weicurman,] and in favor of the original 
amendment, and hope that it will pass without 
modification. ! know one of the gentlemen en- 
gaged upon that code of laws. He is competent 
and able, and would do that duty well anywhere, 
and I doubt not he did it well there, and certainly 
they ought to bepaid. That Territory was with- 
out any Jaws, except what was known as the 
** Kearny Code.” ‘This arrangement, modifica- 
tion, or whatever you choose to call it, was in- 
dispensable. It has been done, and well done, 
and there is no earthly reason why those commis- 
sioners should not be paid, I trust, therefore, 
that the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New Mexico [Mr. Werentman] informally, will 
not prevail, and that the one offered by the gentle- 


| man from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman,] will prevail. 


It is right, eminently right and proper. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. 1 will withdraw my 
amendment, if there be no objection. 

No objection was made, and the amendment 


' was withdrawn. 


The question now recurring upon the amend- 


| ment offered by Mr. Gorman, it was put and the 





The gentleman can modi- | 


consideration the exigencies and circumstances | 


under which this act wasdone. I want to remind 


the House of one single fact: that this is the first | 


Territory we have ever had of so large a popula- 


tion, in which so great a confusion existed, in | 


The 


Mexican Government was thrust aside, and all its | 


means of enforcing its laws cut up by the roots 
by the military government. The military gov- 
ernment has been put aside, and the territorial 
government had but just gone into operation. And 
that Territory, with a large population of 61,000, 
merely wishes this Government to authorize this 


commission for codifying the laws, and drawing | 


some order out of the great confusion which there 
prevails. The Territory of New Mexico, I wish 
to say in conclusion, contains a larger population 
than the Territories of Utah, Oregon, and Minne- 





amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. If there is no other amend- 
ment, | move that the bill be laid aside, to be re- 
ported to the Hlouse with a recommendation that 
it do pass. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN OREGON. 


The next bill thatcame up in order, for the con- 
sideration of the committee, was Senate bill No. 
233, to authorize the President of the United 
States to designate the places for the ports of entry 
and delivery for the collection districts of Puget’s 
Sound and Umpqua, in the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New Mexico. That bill 
has not been referred to any committee of this 
House. The Committee on Commerce has re- 
ported a bill which answers all the purposes of 
this one. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
that this is a Senate bill. 

Mr.SEYMOUR. I can give several reasons 
why the bill reported 7. the Committee on Com- 
merce should be retained in preference to this one. 

The CHAIRMAN. This is the business in 
order. The gentleman can move to lay it aside. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I move to lay it aside, with 
the recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 would suggest to my friend 
that perhaps it would be better to make a motion 
that the committee rise. If it is right to pass a 
bill of this kind, go into the House, have this bill 
referred to the committee, and then get into com- 
mittee, and adopt the House bill as an amendment 
to this, and send it back to the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inform 
the gentleman that this bill has been referred to 
the committee; otherwise it could not be taken up. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
if that bill has not been reported back to the 
House, with a recommendation that it be rejected ? 
Is not that the fact? 

The CHAIRMAN. Such is not the fact. 

Mr. JONES. 1 am told that it is a fact. 

Mr.SEYMOUR. The bill which has just been 
read by the Clerk has not, tomy knowledge, been 
referred to any committee of this House for con- 
sideration, nor reported to the House by any com- 
mittee. It has merely been reported to the House 
by the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inform 
the gentleman that this bill was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, by the House. The question is, shall it 
be acted upon, or passed over? 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I move, then, that the bill of 
the House, which has been passed by the com- 
mittee for the same purpose, be substituted for this 
one. It was a bill maturely considered by the 
Committee on Commerce of this House; and, af- 
ter consultation with the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Commerce of the Senate, it was understood 


The Chair would suggest 
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before the House, yet that is reliable enough, as we | 
all know—that in the district of Oregon there is 
a considerable commercial business, yet the fees 
do not amount to as much, perhaps, as the salary 
the collector receives, and yet that salary is entirely 
inadequate to his support. At other places in that 
Territory where there are ports, there is some 
trade, yet the fees are very small, and, | presume, 
the result is the same there. The salaries of the 
other collectors are only $1,600, which is a very 
small compensation, and wiill scarcely support any 
of those collectors—together with fees not to ex- 
ceed $2,000. The limit of the salary is $2,000. It 
is the maximum. The trade there is small at | 
present, but it is increasing, as we all know, and 
it is desirable to have persons stationed where we 
have ports established, and where trade is concen- 
trated, for the purpose of discharging these duties. 
And I do not know that it has been ever consid- 
ered a reason for dismissing these officers, that 
there was small trade at a port. The country is 
new, and we havea pretty certain prospect that 
' ese | this trade will increase, and ultimately arrive at a 
There is another section in both bills, which in- || very great amount, so that the salary would be 
creases the salaries of the collectors. The Senate || paid out of the fees of the office in a short time. 
bill increases the salaries of several collectors, but | do not suppose that there is any idea now to dis- 
the House bill increases the salary of only ore, || continue these offices. R 
and that is the collector located at Astoria, in the Mr. HOUSTON. [think the gentleman will 
collection district of Oregon. It was not deemed |! find before he gets through with the examination 
necessary, by the Committee on Commerce of this || of those ports, and their condition, that my state- 
House, to increase, at present, the salaries of the |! ment is correct. I am satisfied that at some ports, 
other collectors; and I believe that conclusion is || although I am not prepared to say what ports, 
satisfactory to the honorable Delegate from that || the facts exist as I have stated them to the gen- 
Territory, (Mr. Lane,] who is well acquainted || tleman, and I hope he will give them his atten- 
with the circumstances under which it has been || tion, if not at this, at some other time. 
deemed advisable to recommend this increase of Mr. LANE. With the gentleman’s permis- 
salary. || sion I will reply to his inquiries. Astoria, the 
I will add that the present salary of the collector || principal port of that Territory, is at or near the 
at Astoria was found to be entirely fnadequate to || mouth of the Columbia river. This bill provides | 
pay the expenses incurred by him in removing | only for the increase of the salary of its collector, 
from this part of the country with his family to |, which is now $1,000, a sum entirely inadequate. | 
establish himself there. It was only the sum of || The question was taken and the bill was or- 
$1,000, with the fees of office. Those fees, in the || dered to be laid aside, to be reported to the House 
present state of the commerce of that district, are || with the recommendation that it do pass. 
very small; and thesum of $3,000 was deemed asuit- sc sa 
. : wes’ ; SCHOOL LANDS, 
able sum for his salary, considering the expense of ‘ . : 
livingin that Territory. That is the bill of the || the —_ bill coming up in order was House 
House; and it differs in this respect from the bill of bill No. 264, to appropriate lands for the support 
the Senate, inasmuch as it raises the salary of only || ° schools in certain townships and fractional 
the collector of the district of Oregon; whereas townships in the Territory of Minnesota, not 
the bill of the Senate raises the salaries of two || heretofore provided for. pr 
other collectors, which is not deemed to be neces- | Mr. HA L. Mr. Chairman, the bill just read 
sary by the Committee on Commerce of this || provides for two classes of cases. The first relates 
lean | to fractional, sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections, 
Now, sir, for the purpose of setting this matter || which —* less than Six hundred and forty 
all right, | move to amend the Senate bill before | *°T®S: The bill proposes to authorize the Territo- 
the committee by striking out all after the enact- || 'Y of Minnesota to select other lands to make up | 
ing clause, and inserting those two sections of the that oe ee . 
House bill which we have just passed, and that The other class of cases 7 here certain — 
will conform to the present understanding of the ships are fractional, and do not contain the six- 
committees of both Houses. || teenth and thirty-sixth sections. Where town- 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must state to ships of that kind are found, the bill authorizes 
the gentleman that, according to the rules of the | the Territory of Minnesota se enacts wade.m Bes 
House, a proposition to amend this bill by the |, of the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the act of 1826, which 


adoption of another bill, which has already been 
passed and reported to the House, will not be in provides that when a fractional township is more 
' than three fourths of a full township, three 


order. rH f L ' 
Mr. SEYMOUR. I would suggest, then, that || fourths of an entire section may be selected for 
school purposes; and when a fractional township 


this bill b i ’ || 
Mr. arden " Sanaa omens this bill to | #8.™more than one half but less than three fourths | 


the House, with the recommendation that it do of a full township, the one half of a section may 
not pass. || be selected for school purposes; and when a 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to ask a question of | fractional township is more than one fourth and | 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Seymovr,] - than one half * a = nares o one 
who i : || fourth section may be selected for school pur- | 
f thie at the head of the Committee on Commerce | poses. Such are the provisions of the act of 1826 
of this House. I desire to know whether there | wah 


are not some ports in Oregon or California, or || “. : 
both, to which the Government has to send money |, Mittee. I presume no further explanation of the 
bill is necessary, and I therefore move that it be 
4 y» 


from other points to pay the salaries of the col- || laid asid b Don the Sf 
lectors at those places? ‘Are there not some ports || @@ aside to be reported to the Flouse. 
|| The question was then taken, and the bill was 


there where they do not collect a solitary dime, in | 
their capacity as collectors? and does not their pay | laid aside, to be reported to the House with the | 
recommendation that it do pass. 


have to be sent from some other part of the coun- | 
SURVEYOR GENERAL IN OREGON. 


try? I] 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I would say, |} Mr. HALL. I move to take up House bill No. 
224, being ‘‘A bill to amend an act entitled ‘ An act 


in reply to the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hovsron,] that in regard to ports in the State of || ‘ to create the office of surveyor general of the | 
\| * public lands in Oregon, and to provide for the | 


that the House bill should be preferred to the Sen- | 
ate bill. The difference is this: Both of these bills 
contain the same section authorizing the President 
of the United States to designate the ports of entry | 
in two of the collection districts in Oregon; and 
the reason why this bill is recommended, rather 
than that the House itself should establish those 
ports, is the uncertain state of the commercial busi- 
ness of that country. At the present time, there 
are several applications before the Committees on 
Commerce of this House and the Senate, in refer- 
ence to the establishment of particular points as 
ports; but, upon referring this question to the 
Treasury Department, it was recommended thata 
general power should be conferred upon the Presi- 
dent, when he shall have ascertained the necessi- 
ties of that Territory, and the two points at which 
it is desirable to establish the ports in these two 
districts—one in the district of Oregon, and the 
other in the district of Puget’s Sound—to desiz- 
nate and establish those ports. The bill of the 
House, and the bill of the Senate, conform pre- 
cisely in reference to these particulars. 


California, the Committee on Commerce have not 
been led into an inquiry, inasmuch as nothing | * survey, and to make donations to the settlers of 
upon that subject has been before them; but in || ‘ the said public lands,’ ” approved September 27, 
reference to the ports of the Territory of Oregon, || 1850. 

we have been informed by the Delegate of that || The bill was taken up, and read through. 
Territory—although I am not aware of inform- || Mr. STUART. I move that the committee | 


ation from any other source which has come rise, with the view of moving in the House a res- | 


ONAL GLOBE. 


| which is incorporated into the bill before the com- || 
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olution for the termination of debate upon this 
bill. 


The motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose, and the Spe ak- 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman, (Mr. 
STANTON, of ‘Tennessee, ) reported, that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
had the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly the special orde r, and had instructed 
him to report House bills Nos. 263 and 264, with- 
out amendment, with the recommendation that 
they do pass; and also Senate bill No. 283, with the 
recommendation that it do not ;ass; and that the 
committee also had had under consideration 
House bill No. 224, and had come to no resolution 
thereon 

Mr. STUART. I move the usual resolution 
that debate be terminated upon House bill No, 224 
within fifteen minutes after the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union shall again have 
resumed its consideration. 

W hich motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Srawnron, of Ten- 
nessee, in the chair. ) 

Mr. HALL. I regret that the Committee on 
Public Lands made an adverse report on this bill; 
for | think that it ought to pass. 1 will explain it 
On the 27th of Sep- 
tember, 1850, an act was passed granting lands to 
all persons enumerated in it, who had settled in 
Oregon, or who should settle there, prior to the 
first of September, 1853, on consideration of their 
living upon it for four consecutive years. There 
are some persons in Oregon whose occupation is 
such as to render it almost impossible for them to 
comply with the act of 27th September, 1850. 
They are mechanics and merchants who reside in 
town. They went there with the earliest tide of 
emigration, and rendered as important service as 
any other class in settling that country, and per- 
fecting the claim of the United States to it. 

These persons are excluded from the benefits of 
the act of the 27th of September, 1850. They now 
ask Congress not to give them the benefits of that 
act, not to give them this land for nothing, but 
they ask that they may be permitted to enter the 
same quantity of land which the act of 1850 gave 
to the settler at $1 25 per acre. It appears to me 
that there is nothing unreasonable, unjust, or un- 
fair about this. The bill, however, extends to 
another class of persons, whose merit is, perhaps, 
not so great. 1 mean those who may settle in 
Oregon Territory prior to the Ist of September, 
1853, the benefits of the act of September, 1850. 
It appears to me, as they render important service 
by going to that distant Territory, inasmuch as 
they form as important part of the army of occu- 
pation as any other portion, that they should be 
permitted, also, to receive their land by paying 
the sum of $1 25 per acre for it. The issue pre- 
sented is just this: whether these men shall be 
compelled, by the act of September, 1850, to set- 
tle upon the land and get it for nothing, or be per- 
mitted to get the land by paying $] 25 an acre 
into the Treasury of the United States for it. That 
is the whole principle involved in the bill. There 
are two sections in this bill which I think ought to 
be modified. The fourth section proposes to ap- 
propriate the proceeds of these lands to the im- 
provement of some of the rivers in the Territory 
of Oregon. I have not sufficient information with 
regard to these rivers to justify me in voting for 
that proposition. I propose, therefore, to strike 
out the fourth section of the bill, which directs the 
manner in which the proceeds of these lands shall 
be applied, and let the money go into the Treas- 
ury, to be appropriated as other public money. 
The fifth section should be modified if the fourth 
section is stricken out. I propose to strike out the 

words ** sum not to exceed thousand dollars,’’ 
and to insert ** two percent. upon all such sums,’’ 
and insert a proviso at the end of the section pro- 
viding that the salary of the surveyor general 
shall not exceed the sum of $4,000 a year. he 
effect of my amendment will be this: If the bill 
passes, as | propose, it will allow these people in 


in as few words as possible. 
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gon, who are unable to comply with the pro 
t of September, 1850, to purchase 
wrding to the act at $1 25 per 

that the sur 


° of the 
, provided, however, the 


sions of thes 
> terms of that 
provide 


two per cent 


acre, and u will also vevor 


neral shali rece roceeds 


arising from there sales 


f y shall not, in any event, execed $4,000 a 
year. Hig present salary 1s $2,500. 

' Mr. FOWLER. I wish to inquire of the chair- 
nan of the Committee on Public Lands, [Mr. 


Hawt,] why this money is made payable to the 


surveyor rene ral f 


Mr. HALL 


Because there is no other Jand of- 


ficer in Oregon to receive it. We have, as yet, 
no receiver at the land office. 

Mr. FOWLER. Why not establish an office 
there f 

Mr. HALL. Because we do not think that the 
vpuUSsIN : of thecountry will at present justify it. 
There is no land to be brought into market. We 
do notthink that, for the purpose of attending to 

y iittle land as may be sold nnder this act, it will 

ify the ex; ense of ¢ stablishing registers and 
receivers there, 


iatt the sal- 


l 
to be extended from 
for the extra service? 


Mr. POWLER. 
ary of the sur veyor 2et eral is 
9 500 to $4,000, 


Do Il understan 


Mr. HALL. If the gentleman looks at the 
bill, he will find, that in order to compensate the 
urveyor ceneral for the additional labor imposed 


upon him by the present bill, and in order to pay 


the clerk hire and all incidental expenses, he 1s 
permitted to receive two per cent. upon all sales of 
land, provided he shall not receive more than 
$4,000 a year. 

Mr. VENABLE. It will be observed, by at- 
tending to this bill, that the committee have re- 
ported that amendment with a recommendation 
that it do not pass. It does not come here indorsed 


by the approbation of t 
It has been truly s: 
to dis in the Territory of 
to the law which gives away 
| settlers: but here is a proposition 
away the 


committee to whom it 


was referred. id, that we have 


bat little land pose of 


Oregon, according 


ind fo neti 


the] 


to take » jittle that does remain, and with 


the proceeds to improve the Willamette river. 
fr. H = L. I will move to strike that out. 
> W ! 

Mr. VENABLE. Then, I have nothing more 
t iy. 

Mr. HALL. I move to strike out the fourth 
section, Viz: 

Bec. 4. .tnd be it further enacted, Thatthe funds arising 
from the sale of said lands, as aforesaid, be and they are 
hereby apprepriated tothe improvement of the Willamette 
nver, one hatt thereof to be applied to the improvement of 
said river ibove the falls, and the remaining half to be ap 

1 to the improvement of said river below the falls 
aforesaid 

The question was then taken, and it was 
arreed to. 

The fifth section was then read, as follows 

s ». Aad be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
futy of said surveyor general, immediately upon the taking 


et t< this act, to enter into security in the sum of —— 
thousand dollars, conditioned for the safe-keeping and legal 
hursement of all moneys received by him as surveyor 
neral by virtue of the provisions ef thisaect. Andit shall 
further be the duty ot enid surveyor general to transmit, as 
voresaid, to such person or persons as shall be authorized 
y the Legislanve Assembly of said Territory to receive the 
kame, tduplicate copy of bis quarterly reports, provided 
forin the third section of this act; and it shall also be the 
wy ef said survevor general to pay over to such person 

vr ye n hall be authorized by the Legislative Assem 
yot said Territory to receive and rec eipt for the same, all 

, ) vived by him, as aforesaid, and appropriated 
to said Territor of Oregon, under the provisions of th — 
section of this aet, for the uses and purposes therein speci 
ied: Provided, Aowerer, That in order to compensate the 
surveyor general of said Territory for the additional labors 
ind resp ibititv imposed upon him by this act in receiv 
Ing, keeping, paying over, and accounting for the 
money aforesaid he shall be allowed to retain of the pro 
ceeds aloresaid asum not exceeding —— thousand collars. 
which shall include the payment tor elerk hire, together 
with all costs and expenses incidental to such special ser 

vices in anv one vear, 

Mr. HALL T move tostrike out ofthe fifth sec- 

yn al frer the word “act ”’ and before the vord 
eit 1,” from the seventh to the eimhteenth 
t Iw i) merely explain that the inate Y pro- 
pose to strike out nia we for paying over the 
noney in accordance with the terms of the fourth 
ection. The committee have already stricken 


sequently these words which 
unnece 1 


’ » * etril 
ose to Strike y and 


out are 


3sar 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Haun’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. HALL. I propose to amend this sectian 


iking out the words ‘* he shall a allowed 
the proceeds aforesaid u sum not ex- 
ding —— thousand doilars, 
words **two per cent. 
SEYMOUR. 
idition—if this two per cent. will be in ad- 
dition to the fixed salary which the officer lias? 

Mr. HALL. [It will. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. And what, in your estima- 
tion, being atthe head of the Land Committee, 
do you suppose the salary of that officer will be 
with the addi ion of the two per cent. upon all 
sales which will be made? 

Mr. HALL. My proposition is, to limit 
sum to $4,000, so that thi s officer shall not, under 
any circumstances, receive more than $4,000 for 
his services. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


qu estion. 


by str 
to retain of 
and insert 

upon all such sums.’ 


eee 


Mr. 
Is th ae 


I wish to ask the gentleman 

I understand that the gentleman, by 
his present amendment, proposes to allow the 
surveyor to retain in his ‘hi inds his compensation. 
{ understand that to have been the ease at an early 
day. The existing law now requires all collections 
ot to 
urv, and to be paid out by an ap propriation. 

Mr. HALL. I propose to modify my amend- 
ment, in accordance with the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Houston. } 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HALL. I now move to add to the fifth 
section the following proviso: ** Provided further, 
That the salary of said surveyor general shall in 
no event exce ed the sum of $4,000 for any yvear.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON _ I would suegest to the ven- 
tleman that his allowance under this bill must be 
expressly confined to $4,000. 

Mr. HALL. I will modify my amendment as 
follows: : . 


revenue from all source 8, 


Provided, That the salary and percentage of said sur 
veyor general shall not exceed the sum of $4,000 for any 
one year. 


Mr. 


adding 


PENNIMAN. I 
the words ** clerk 
‘* surveyor general.”’ 


Mr. HALL. 


propose to 


amend by 
hire’’ after 


the words 
If the gentleman 


*1) ? t ' 
will OMDVV iOOK 


, at the section, he will see that that is already pro- 


eveneral is to receive 


two per cent. to cover the ex cpenses of clerk hire. 

Mr. PENNIMAN. I believe that portion of 
the section has been stricken out. 

Mr. HALL. Oh, no; 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
is not objectionable. 

Mr. HALL. Very well; I have no objection 
to its adoption. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment as 
aa, and being put, was agreed to. 

Mr. HEBARD. I now move to strike out from 
the fifth section the words ‘* by virtue of the pro- 
visions of this act,’’ and to 
‘according to law,’’so as to make 


vided for. ‘The surveyor 


you are mistaken. 


Atany rate, the amendment 


it read: 


‘© That it shall be the duty of said surveyor general, im 
mediately upon the taking effect of this act, to enter into 
security in the sum of —— thousand dollars, conditioned for 
the sate- keeping and legal disbursement of all moneys re 
ceived by him as surveyor general, according to law.”’ 


As the section now stands, he is required to pay 


over the moneys ed by virtue of the provisions of 


this act. Now, all the provisions of this act, for 
paying over these moneys, have been stricken out; 
and if, therefore, those ‘words were retained, they 
would be unmeaning, and there would stem to be 
no obligation upon him to pay it over, from any 
provision that would be in this law. : 

Mr. HALL, The section, as it now stands, 
provides not for the payment of the money accord- 
ing to the provisions of this act, but for the dis- 
bursement of the money received under the 
visions of this act. ’ 

Mr. BISSELL. 
surveyor gene ral to make? 

Mr. H AL L. I suppose such as the Secretary 
of the Treasury may impose upon him, 

Mr. BISSELL. The bill does not require any. 
It only requires the safe-keeping of the money 
receives nnder this act, 

Mr. HikB. ARD. I believe it has reference not 
only to the safe-keeping, but to the disbursement 
aiso, 

Mr. HALL. You can strike out the words 
*‘and legal disbursement, ”’ 


nro- 


Wi! 


’ 
t 
nata 


isbursements has the 


s he 


ig the | 


I should like to inquire if this | 


the | 
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yas _May 22, 


vo into the Treas- | 


insert In lieu thereof | 


| inquiry of the gentleman. 


x HEB ARD. I think the amendment en pro- 
ose is certainly unobjectionable. 

Mr. HALL. Well, I do not care. 
adopted. 

The question was then 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HALL. There is a blank in the fifth gee. 
tion, which ought to be filled, providing for the 
amount of security the surveyor general shall give 
| do not know what amount is Pp roper; but L will 
move to fill the blank with * fifty,’ so as to make 
fifty thousand dollars, the amount of security to 
be given. 

A MemBeEr. 
twenty thousand. 

Mr. HALL. Very weil; 
‘“twenty’’ in the blank. 

“he amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BISSELL. I do not exactly like those 
words, ‘‘and legal disbursement,’’ in the fifth 
line, because the surveyor general has no dis- 
bursing to do. I move to strike them out. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CLARK. I wish to inquire, whether 
920,000 would probably cover any defalcation. this 
officer might make? 


Mr. HALL. 


Let it he 


taken on Mr. Hesarp’s 


That is too much. Make it 


I move to insert 


I am really unable to answer the 
I supposed the amount 


| ought to be $50,000, but gentlemen around me 
| said that was too much, and that $20,000 was suf- 


herent, 

Mr. CLARK. 1am not satisfied with $20,000, 
and I therefore move to strike out ** twenty”? and 
insert ‘* fifty.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I will now suggest to the 
| gentlemen who have this bill in charge, that in 


| ceiver of money for public lands. 


contravention of the custom, and 
law, they Ireve made the 


, indeed, of the 
surveyor general a re- 
He is emphat- 
ically one of the receivers of public money—just 
as much so as any receiver of money for 
customs or anything else, in any part of the Uni- 
ted States. That being true, it occurs to me that 


other 


| there ought to be added to the bill a provision 


subjecting him to the restrictions that are con- 
tained in the act of 1846, known as the Independ- 
ent Treasury act, so that he shall stand upon the 
sume footing with all the other receivers of public 
money. 


Mr. 


tion of t 


HALL. In accordance with the sugges- 

the gentleman from Alabama, I offer the 
lowing, as an amendment to the sixth section 
of the bill, to come in at the end thereof, viz: 


And that the said surveyor general shall be subject to all 
the provisions of the act entitled * An act for the better or 
ganization of the ‘Treasury, and for the collection, safe 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue,’ 
approved August 6th, 1848. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FOWLER. Is it in order to move to 
strike out ‘* $50,000”’ in the fifth section, and in- 
sert some other sum? 

The CHAIRMAN, 


The € 


Chair thinks it is 


| not in order to do so after the ane has in- 
| serted 


+ 490,000." 
thinks that the 
Lowa, [Mr. ¢ 


66 20 
*HIly , 


The Chair, on reflection, 
motion of the gentleman from 
/LARK,]} to strike out **twenty’’ and 

and which was adopted by the 
was not In order. 


insert 
committee, 


Mr. FOWLER. Does the sum then stand at 
$20,000? 
The CHAIRMAN. No; it stands at $50,000. 


Mr. FOWLER. If it was order to strike 
out ‘*twenty’’ and insert ‘‘ fifty,’’ why is it not 
in order now to strike out ‘* fifty’’ and insert some 
othe r number ? 

The CHAIRMAN. If the question had been 

made at the time, or if the attention of the Chair 
had been called to it, the amendment would have 
been ruled out of order. 
Mr. FOWLER, It seems to me that $50,060 
an enormous sill m, and that if the committee 
would consider, they would be willing to reduce 
it at least to $20,00 

Mr. STUART. 
satisfied with the amount at $5 

The CHAIRMAN. The alteration can only 
be made by general consent, 

Mr. FOWLER. If the Delegate from Oregon 
is satished, | will not insist; bu: it strikes me that 
$50,000 is an enormous sum, and that it would be 
very dificult to get it. 


On motion by Mr. HALL, the bill was then 


is 


The Delegate from Oregon is 
0) OOD 
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oO dered to me Leia. ‘aside. to ra reported - re 
House, with the amen dments, and with a recom- 
a that it do pass. 

Mr. SIBLEY moved that the committee do now 


—— - 


rise. i 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having re esumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. 
SrantT‘ Ny 0 f Tennessee) reported that the Com- 
mittee of the LW hole on the state of the Union had, 
to order, had under consideration the 
state of the Union generally, and particularly 
House bill No. 224, ‘*to amend an act entitled 

‘An act to create the office of surveyor general 
‘ of the public lands in Oregon, and to provide for 

the surve 7; and to make donat ions to the settlers 
‘ “3 ie said public lands,’ ’’ approved September 

7, 1850, and had directed him to report the same 
to the House, with sundry amendments, and with 
a recommendation that the bill do pass. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There are various bills 
which have been reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, to some of 
w! er there are amendments to be made, and on 

‘hich gentlemen may desire to vote by yeas and 
nays. There are many of them, however, to 
whic h there isno objection. I ask the unanimous 
the House to take up the bills in their 
order, and that such as there is no objection to 
may be put upon their passage. 

The SPEA K ER. If there is no objection, the 
f the gentleman will be followed by 


according 


consent of 


py “oO! Osition of 
the House. 

Mr. STANLY. Will the Chair state what is 

the exact proposition of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois 8? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
asks the unanimous consent of the House to take 
up and pass such bills as have been reported from 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union to which there shall be no objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I prefer that they 
should be called up one at a time. ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Gentlemen can 
to any one the y do not desire to see pass, in this 
way, and it will be passed by. 

Mr. MEACHAM. | ask what will 
become of those if this ex 
is taken ?—what will their pesition be? 

The SPEAKER. They will come up in their 
recular order, as unfinished business. 

Mr MEACHAM. As the first business? 

The SPEAKER. Not as the first 


unfinished business 


anne , 


aesire to 


that are objected to, uurse 


business, 


; i 
because there is other before 
them. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. These may 


called up in their regular order and dis} osed of 


' ? 
bills be 


one at a time, if gentlemen prefer it. I call for 
bill No. 252 
Mr. JONES. I want to know if these bills are 


passed by now, they will not go to the S; cational s 
table? 

The SPEAK ER. According to the former prac- 
tice of the House they would go upon the table. 
But according to the decision of the 
pant of the chair, 
ness. 

Mr. JONES. 
ished business? 

The SPEAKE All that have been reported 
from the i oemmrtthns of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. If I understand 

t, all that have been reported this week remain as 
unfinished business 
The SP EAKER. If the gentleman will allow 
ly he decides that all the bills rey ported from 

he Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
U nion yesterday and to-day, or during the week, 
and not disposed of, will take their places and will 
come up in their regular t unfinished 
business of the House, 

; Mr. HENN. The Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union have had under considera- 
tuon all the bills upon the Calendar except the one 
reported by myse elf. There has 
upon th at, and [ask, what will become of it if the 
oo adjourn to- day withouigoing into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union and 
disposing of its 

Vhe SPEAKER. 
the W hole on the state of the U 

Mr. HENN, 


order. 


2 present occu- 
they remain as unfinished busi- 


Do all the bills remain as unfin- 


order as the 


' 
peen ho action 


nion? . 
itis, and is a part of the special 


| tleman, that his object can beattained 


consideration, and bring it into the Hous 


| course suggested by 
| in relation to the disposition of 


} mittee of 


Is that bill in C ommittee of 
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The SPEAKER. The anaaiel 
exhausted after the adiournment 
} 

i 


Mr. RICHARDSON. [ wil 


: aidiai will a 
to-cay. 
state to the gen- 
in this way: 
He can move to discharge the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union from its further 
e for ac- 
tion, 

Mr. HOUSTON. How can you do that? 

The SPEAKER. It can be done by unanimous 
consent, or | 


by a suspen rules, upon 

Monday alone. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I will make that motion 
myself on Monday, as I desire to have that bill 
disposed of along with territorial busi- 


sion of the 


the other 


} 
|; ness. 


The SPEAKER. ll take the 
from Illinois, 
ls as have 
he Whole on 
tion. 

I prefer 


ir order, 


The Chair Ww 
th e gentl eman 
such bi 
been reported from the Committee of t 
the state of the Union, if there | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | 
that the bills shall come up in their regul 
and be disposed of one at 


eno ovyec 


object. 


a time. 


Mr. HENN. I am satisfied that two thirds 
cannot be obtained for suspending the rules for 
the purpose of discharging the Committee f the 


W hole on the state of the Union from the further 


| consideration of the billto which I just alluded. I 


think, in justice, it ought to be placed upon the 
same footing with the other territorial business. I 
move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
the Whole on the state of the Union, 
upon the special order. 

Mr. LETC HE R. This is Sat 
usual time for adjournment has arrived. I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The question was put, and the mot 
to—ayes 72, noes 39; and 

The House adjourned till Monday next at 
twelve o’clock. 


irday, and the 


rreed 


lon ag 


PETITIONS, &c, 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
and referred tothe app 


ROBIE 


under the rule, 
By Mr. 


opriate committees 


\ petition to establish a post route from 








\ddison, Steuben county, New York, to Elkland, Tioga 
county, Pennsyly 

By Mr. GROW: ‘ remonstranece of citizen: * Tu 
zerne county, Pe unaylv: ania, against the renewal of Ww ood 
worth’s patent. 

Mr. HILLYER: Resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of Georgia, praying the establishment of a weekly 
mail route, to be carried upon a two-ho stage or coach, 

mm Ashville, Buncomb Court. House, North Carolina, to 
Clarksville, Habersham county, Georgia, viathe post offices 
now established with horse mail trom Ast . Buncomb 


Court-House, North ¢ 
county, Georgia. 


‘arolina, to Clarksville, Habershain 


Also, fora weekly horse mail from Whetstone post office, 
in Pickens district, South Carolina, to Clayton, in Raburn 
county, Georgia. 


Also. for a weekly horse-mail from Sway s Store, in 
Telfair county, Georgia, to Wanesboro’, in Ware count 
Georgia. 

IN SENATE 
Monpay, Way 24, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Lirritetron F. Mornean. 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I ask leave to 


nresent the credentials of the Hon. WitiiaMm F 
De Saussure, who has be ppointed to fill the 
vacancy in tie: rate occasioned resigna- 
tion of the Hon. R. Bannwett Ruevrr, and ask 


that they may beread. 
mm by’ eat es : ' 
The credentials were read. 
Mr. 
prescribed by Jaw ha 
him, he took } 1S seat in the 


The PRESIDENT pro 


Ving been 


a 
senate 


Senate a communication 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu 
of the Senate, 
of the Navy, 
cite and bituminous coal. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Is that report in answ 
to the resolution of my collearue? 

The PRESIDENT. ° 


[t is. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. L[ask that #t be! 


a report from the E 


rineer-In 


on the com} 


table until my colleague returns, without any order 
for printing. 
The report was laid upon the table. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of 


James J. Morrison and others, officers of 
United States revenue cutter Jackson, 


De Savssuri ime forward, and the oath 


administered to 


temp re Ga perore he 
from the Navy Depart- 
1 tron 
-Chief 


yarative value of anthra- 


iid on the 


the 
praying 





_1449° 


to be allowed a proportion of the proceeds of the 
steamship Pampero, seized and sold for a vio- 
lation of the neutrality laws of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
Newton, New Wampahive praying that the bill 
now pending before Congress granting to every 
citizen of the United States one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, may become a law: which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

EXECUTIVE 

Mr. ATCHISON. I 
morning business and proceed to the consideration 
of Executive business, for the which I 
suggested on Friday last. I deem it a matter of 
great importance, as I think I could satisfy the 
Senate if, under our rules, I were permitted to do 


i 





BUSINESS. 


move to pass by the 


reason 


s0. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
Mi ssour! how long he expects that 
Executive session, if we 


I would ask the Senator from 
we shall be 
engaged in agree to the 
motions: 

Mr. ATCHISON. 
less time. 

Mr. HALE. I would ask if 
take up any Indian treaties? 

Mr. ATCHISON. Itis. 

Mr. HALE. That will 
doubt of it. 

The motion was agreed to 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the con- 
sideration Executive business; and after two 
hours and a half spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 

rHE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 

Mr. BROOKE. Mr. President, I wish to give 
notice, that | shall to-morrow ask the Senate to 
take up the resolution introduced by my predeces- 
sor, [Mr. Foote,}] commonly known as the com 
promise finality resolution. 


NOTICE BILL. 


Mr. DOWNS gave notice of his intent! 
troduce a bill rranting to the State of Louisiana 


About an hour, or perhaps 


the object is to 


take up all day; no 


OF A 


on to in- 


the right of way and making a grant of land for 
the construction of a railroad from New Orleans 
to Opelousas, and thence to the Sabine. 


THE DEFICIENCY 


Senate resumed, as in ¢ 


BILL. 


ormmittee of the 
ill from the House 
‘* Anact to supply de- 
the service of 
, 1852,”’ the pend- 


of Mr. 


The 
W hole, the consideration ¢ {the | 
tatives, entitled 

the apy 
the fiscal year ending 30th June 


-» 
ot tepresen 


hciencies in ropriations foi 


Ing question being upon the amendment 


SHIELDs to insert the following: 

For the repairs of the Long Bridge, across the Potomac, 
a suim not execeding $12,0:0; to be expended under the 
direction of the Commissioner on Public Buildings. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope that the amendment 
will not be adopted. I teld my friend from Ilh- 


that I 
i would much rather 
» of 425,000 to remove that 
to the Poto- 


nois the other day, when he announced it, 


was decidedly opposed to it. 


an appropriatiol 


vote 


wretched and unsightly obstruction 


mac river, than vote 512,000 for the purpose of 
patching it up, ind keeping it in a condition nm 
which it will continue te be an obstruction to the 


1 think it 
bridge 
{¢ rry boat 
tains the communication 


creat deal 
and either 

18 main- 
Brooklyn and 


will bea 
rether, 


that river. 


to removyv 


flow of 


better e the » altog 


establish a steam there, sucl 


tween 


New York, which cancarry over passengers from 

either side every fifteen minutes during the day, 

and will leave the river open and unol structed, 
‘ ‘ : 4 7 

and give an opportunity to the flow of the water 


ive now been 
formed against the bridge, and 
much the larger portion of it which is not hollow, 
but which is built on the principle of a causeway. 
i hope, at all events, that we shall not expend 
$12,000 now for the purpose of patching up that 
miserable structure. 

Mr. CLARKE. As one of the committee of 
e Senator from Illinois is chairman, and 
amendment h he 


Ww hich h 
portion of 


, to wash away the shoals 


hat 


which th 
as one who agreed to the 
has proposed to the bill, 
words. lagree in part with my friend from North 
Carolina, that this miserable structure should be 
removed. But, yet, 1 believe that it is necessary 
that there should be some communication oetween 
the District of Columbia and the Virginia shore; 


which 
| beg leave to say a few 
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and there is no way in which that communication 
can be kept up or continued at less expense than 
by the temporary repair of this bridge. I believe 
that the bridge as it stands, with its piers and 
abutments, 8 a nuisance, and will eventually do 
essential injury to the city of Washington, and 
the health of its inhabitants. I believe that it is 
necessary for us to open a direct communication 
with the Virginia shore. There should bea bridge 
constructed across the Potomac river, that should 
not allow the deposits of the Potomac as they come 
down to be lodged on the flats as they are now, 


wish to have a bridge passable for railroad cars, 
so as to let the North and South unite here in 
Weshington; but to do that, this bridge, or some 
such bridge, is necessary, and some repair is ne- 


cessary to enable us to make that new structure. | 


The locality for such a structure has not been 
selected, and the plan has not been provided; there- 
fore we must repair this bridge in some way, or, 
as my friend from Rhode Island has stated, there 


| will be no communication between this city and | 


and become prejudicial to the health of the city, as | 
I have no doubt they will be, and fill up the chan- | 


nel. But we have to make an appropriation for 
this purpose. Preparation will be necessary; and 
it will be at least one year, if not two years, be- 
fore a suitable and proper bridge can be built across 
that river. Now, if this small appropriation of 
$12,000, as I consider it, be made, the present 
bridge can be repaired so as to have a communi- 


cation until a new bridge can be built, and then, | 


undou' tedly, the whole of this structure ought to 
be removed, as a common nuisance. 

It was for this reason that I assented to the prop- 
osition of my friend from Illinois, in reeommend- 
ing this appropriation. I think, now, if the hon- 


the Virginia shore, except that which is now main- 
tained by a sort of temporary little boat which is 
running. 


| hope there will be no further objection to the | 
1 take no other interest in this mat- | 


amendment. 
ter than that which every man in this District 
must feel, There ought to be some communica- 


| on between the District and Virginia shore. This 
is the cheapest that can be possibly provided at | 


orable Senator from North Carolina will reflect | 


that it is utterly impossible to keep up a commu- 


nication with the Virginia shore unless through | 


the repair of this bridge, he will be satisfied that 


this appropriation onght to be made in order to | 


have that repair. Then the Senator from Illinois 
and myself will go with him for constructing a 
new bridge upon a different principle, to be rid of 
those abutments and piers which absolutely ob- 


struct, not only the free passage of the water, but | 


continue the accumulation of deposits upon the 


bed of the river, which will eventually, if not re- | 
| 


moved, be destructive to the health of the city. 


Now, if you undertake to get a ferry across, and | 


remove the bridge, it will cost double the amount 
required to repair the bridge. T’o maintain a ferry 
across the river until a new bridge can be erected 
will cost double the amount now asked for. The 


better course is, i think, to repair the bridge at pres- | 


ent, temporarily, in as cheap a manner as it can 
possibly be done with safety. Then, in the gen- 
eral appropriation bill, we can provide for the con- 
struction of such a bridge as will answer the pur- 
pose in view completely, and at the same time 
guard against the filling up of the river. 1 am, 


therefore, in favor of the present appropriation of 
But still, U | 


$12,000 for the repair of the bridge. 
agree with the Senator from North Carolina, that 
this miserable structure should be removed from 
the river. [t, however, cannot be aone at present. 
If we were to go to work immediately and make 
an appropriation now for removing it, it would be 
another year before it could be removed. 
mean time there would be no means of communi- 
cation between the Virginia shore and the District 
of Columbia. These are my views upon the sub- 
ject, and these are the reasons why I agreed with 
my friend from Illinois, that the appropriation 
should be recommended to the Senate, 

Mr. HAMLIN, 


to the Senator who moved this amendment, or any 


I should be very much obliged | 


member of the committee who has investigated | 


the matter, to inform me where the division is 


between the State of Virginia and the District of || 


Columbia. 1 would like to know where is the 
line, and whether any portion of this bridge is in 
the State of Virginia; and if so, whether that por- 
tion carried away was in the District or in the 
State of Virginia. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 
ble which I declined asking to have read the other 
day, in order to avoid taking up the time of the 
Senate. Perhaps the best thing I could do would 
be to have that report read. I would state, how- 
ever, in addition to what my friend from Rhode 
Island has said, that on inquiry, as far as we could 


There is a report on the ta- | 


obtain information, we ascertained that if there | 
was a new bridge about to be constructed, at this | 


moment it would be necessary to make these re- 


pairs to aid in constructing a new bridge, and that | 


the $12,000 proposed to be expended in the repair 
of this bridge would be wisely expended even to 
aid in the construction of a new bridge. 

I agree with my honorable friend from North 
Carolina that there ought to be a new structure, 
and | hope before long to have such a one—one 
that will enable railroad cars to pass over it. 





tt 
Ht 


| cannot be done. 
In the |! 


this moment. 
the bridge temporarily. 


tion of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, in 
order to avoid the appointment of an officer for 
the purpose. The object is to patch up the bridge 
temporarily, and make it do for the present, unul 
we obtain a plan for a new structure. 


I will answer the question of the Senator from || 


Maine. The recent high water carried off that 
portion of the bridge next to Virginia, but not- 
withstanding that, it is within the District of Co- 
lumbia; and it is the duty of Congress to make 
this appropriation. 

Mr. HALE. I should like to know what is 
the boundary line between the District and Vir- 
ginia? 

Mr. BORLAND. I rise to make an inquiry of 
the chairman of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. Does this proposed expenditure of 
$12,000 look to a structure of a different kind than 
the one which has heretofore existed ? 
expended in connection with a plan for another 
and a better bridge than we have heretofore had ? 
Or is the expenditure altogether independent of 
another bridge? I would much prefer that the 
plan for this should contemplate another struc- 
ture; for if we expend this as a single me Nr 8 
tion, without looking to a change in the character 
of the structure, it will, in my opinion, be the loss 
of so much money; whereas, if a plan should be 
adopted for a permanent structure, and we should 
appropriate this amount now, and it should be ex- 
pended for the repair of the present bridge as a 
part of a new structure, it would be so much 
money saved. I would be very glad if we could 
have some such an arrangement as that, before the 
appropriation is made. 

Mr. SHIELDS. That, in my humble opinion, 
As far as we have been able to 
make any inquiries in relation to this matter, from 
many competent engineers, we have ascertained 
that if there is a new structure, it must be placed 
ina new position. It must be placed in a dif- 
ferent locality—nearer Georgetown; perhaps at 
Georgetown; perhaps near the aqueduct at 
Georgetown. But there has been no plan, no in- 
vestigation, and no survey yet made. Indeed, it 
will be a work of time to make a proper plan. 
The only question here is whether we shall patch 
up this bridge, and make it answer the ends de- 
signed for the present? I will state again, that 
these gentlemen have informed the committee, that 
if the locality was now selected, and the plan also 
in our hands, and the appropriation made for a 


the old bridge, to aid in the construction of a new 
one—that it would save money even to repair it 


fur that purpose, and that purpose alone. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, 1 am 
rather opposed to inserting this provision in this 
bill, because | think we ought to have more inform- 
ation upon several subjects to which I wish to 


call the attention of the Senate very briefly. 1 


I || ple of that city the injury of which they already 


know that for the last fifteen or twenty years the 
city of Georgetown has been complaining bitterly 


of the destruction of the harbor of that place, in |) 
consequence of the erection of this bridge, and | 


that its citizens have preferred very heavy claims 


against Congress, and asked for remuneration for | 


the injury done to their commerce by putting up 
this bridge, which has destroyed their harbor. 
Now, if you intend to renew this bridge by re- 
building it, or building another, you do the peo- 


Itis only proposed now to repair | 
y- Theamendment provides | 
that the money shall be expended under the direc- | 


Is it to be 
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complain. 1 think that before you repair the o}4 
bridge, or build another, something ought to be 
done in reference to the feelings of that people, 
The interests of that people ought to be consulted 
before you put an obstruction in the river whieh 
will destroy their harbor. I therefore wish tha; 
the committee who have charge of this subjec, 
would inquire into the present condition of our 
relations with respect to Georgetown, the injury 
of which its citizens complained, and what further 
injury they may receive by the repair of the old 
bridge, or the building of a new one. 

There is another thing that I wish to suggest 
to the committee, and to the Senate. It seems, 
from what has been said by the chairman of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, that thes 
appropriation of these $12,000 is only contempla- 
ted for temporary repairs of the present bridge, to 
be used until] some new structure can be built at 
some place, which is to supercede the old bridge 
altogether. Now, I would like very much to 
know what will be the probable cost of this new 
structure? If it is to be built according to the plan 
suggested some years ago, during General Jack- 
son’s administration, 1 think it will amount te 
some two, or three, or four millions of dollars. 


| That was to be a bridge constituted of arches of 


| below the arches. 


stone, with suitable passes for water and vessels 
I do not recollect precisely the 


_ amount of the estimate for that bridge, but it was 


several millions of dollars. If the appropriation 


| is to be made, to keep up the communication be- 


tween the District and the Virginia shore, allow 


| me to say, that the interest upon half the money 
| invested, would enable steamboats to be built 


which would carry passengers, and carriages, and 
produce of every description, from shore to shore 
with greater facility, in half the time, and at much 
less expense. If cost is to regulate in matters of 
this sort, | wish that consideration to be taken 
into view by the committee in their deliberations 
upon the subject, before we expend any more 
money upon the present structure. 

If the present structure is to be abandoned at all, 
either for the purpose of securing the harbor at 
Georgetown, or in favor of another project, it 
seems to me that it would be rather premature to 
begin now to repair the bridge. I would prefer 
carrying on the communication by steam, as at 
present, to entering into the expenditure of such 
an amount. I hope, therefore, that we will post- 
pone the addition of $12,000 to this bill; let the 
matter be considered, let the committee give us in- 
formation upon these points, and offer the propo- 
sition at some period which may come up during 
the progress of the session. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, the committee 


| confines itself to the particular question which it 


brings before the Senate. When the matter to 
which the honorable Senator from Kentucky re- 
fers is under consideration, it will then be time 


| enough for the committee to come forward and give 


the information which he requires. But, in order 
to get that information, we must employ compe- 
tent persons to make surveys, and to bring for- 
ward plans and estimates. This we have not done; 


| we have not been authorized to do it; we have not 
| been authorized to employ any engineers to ac- 


|, permanently broken up. 


| new bridge, it would be advantageous to repair || whether we will ever agree upon that plan, or not; 


complish it. At present, the only thing that the 
committee has thought of was to place the bridge 
in a passable condition, until we could agree upon 
some new plan, so that the intercommunication 
between the District and Virginia should not be 
Now, it is doubtful 


and, if the plan should be agreed upon, if we are 
as successful about the matter as about other 


_ things, it is very likely that it may be abandoned. 


All that the committee now want is, that some- 
thing should be done to give us time to consider 
what that plan should be; what that structure 
should be; where it should be located; what its 
expense is to be; and, in the mean time, to have 
some kind of communication between the District 
and Virginia. The gentleman from North Caro- 
lina says that we might as well have steamboats to 
carry on this communication. Now, the commu- 
nication across this bridge is the cheapest, as far 
I understand, that can possibly exist between this 
District and Virginia, until you get up the plan 
for, and construct the new bridge, if it is ever got- 
ten up. 

I will say, in addition, that a committee from 


| Georgetown have seen me this morning, and they 
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are perfectly willing that the bridge should be | 
placed in @ passable condition temporarily, until 
some new and better plan is devised for commu- 
nication between the District and Virginia. My 
apinion is, that a proper structure will be very ex- 
ensive. As far as f have been ableto inquire and 
ascertain, it will be so—that is, if it be such a one 
as ought to exist in this capital ; such a one as 
would be worthy of thecapital and the nation. It 
should be one that would be passable for railroad 


tion, Such a structure will be very expensive. In 
the mean time, $12,000 only is asked, in order to 
provide a communication until this plan is deter- 
mined upon. 


| would say, further, that these repairs will not | 
increase the impediments in the river; on the con- || 
trary, they will leave the river just as it is, until | 


this whole structure is torn away, and the river is 
dredged. That cannot be done until you havea 
new structure completed and made passable. 

Mr. HALE. It seems to be admitted that this 


structure is a nuisance, and the only question is, | 


whether we shall continue it for any length of 
time? I hope we shall not do so. 
the idea that we are without communication with 
Virginia. Now, | think steamboats run every 
fifteen minutes during the day, from here to the 
city of Alexandria. It is suggested that, even 
when we build a bridge, it will have to be built 
near Georgetown. Well, there is a good foot- 
bride there now, across the aqueduct. 
being these two modes of communication between 


the District and Virginia, it seems to me that there | 
is no necessity for patching up this bridge until a | 
Every one who advocates the | 


new one is built. 
patching up of this, admits that it is to be only 
temporary. Now, the probability is, that if you 
make this temporary improvement, it will make 
the bridge pretty permanent, and it will be a 
nuisance. 


I think that a great deal is due to the suggestions | 


I think 


of the honorable Senator from Kentucky. 


that, while we are the sole Legislature for the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, we ought to have some regard | 
for the only city within the District, except the | 


one in which we are now—we ought to have some 
regard for the city of Georgetown. It must be 
manifest to everybody, who will look at the river 
from the bridge up, that it has done great injury 


to the navigable capacity of the river, to George- | 
The consent which the | 


town, and to its harbor. 
citizens of Georgetown have given to this matter, 
upon a communication with the Senator from IlIli- 


nois, is to patch up this bridge as a temporary | 


thing, preparatory to building a permanent struc- 
ture. 


This permanent structure cannot be anything | 
like so expensive as the honorable Senator from | 


Kentucky supposes. I believe that 
Wheeling bridge, which the Supreme Court have 
decided to bea nuisance—and I hope Congress will 
actas a court of errors, and set aside that decis- 
ion—cost only $200,000. I believe that the bridge 


overthe Ohioriverat Wheeling cost only $200,000. 


That is the amount stated in the memorial of the | 
bridge company, which has been presented to us. | 
If that be so—if such a bridge as that can be built | 


for $200,000, we can have one from Georgetown 
across the Potomac—a wire suspension bridge, 
with a span of from three to six hundred feet, for 
a mere fraction of the sum which the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky says was suggested years 
ago. That being the case, | hope we will not con- 
tinue this nuisance any longer. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Then we ought to make an 
appropriation to take away the present bridge al- 
together. We ought either to repair the present 
bridge, and make it passable, or we should make 
an appropriation to clear the river at once. 

Mr. HALE. I will go for that. 

Mr. SHIELDS. That will take much more 
than the appropriation we now propose. 1 put it 


to honorable Senators, if they are disposed to tear | 
away the old bridge until we determine on build- || 
ing a new one, and whether it is not the wisest || 
part, not to act, as we sometimes do, precipitately | 


in this matter; but to make this bridge passable, 
and then take time to consider and agree upon 
some plan for a new structure, if we are to make 
such a new structure. 


Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I think it well 


for the Senate to consider what is going to be ac- 
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cars, a8 well as for carriages of every other eng 


A word as to | 


There | 


j the most | 
splendid bridge in the world—and I refer to the | 





complished by this appropriation, before we decide 
to adopt it. In order to ascertain this, | beg to 
call the attention of the Senate to the report made 
by the Commissioner of Public Buildings, on the 
22d of April last, so that the Senate may see what 
is the nature of this structure, what is left of it, 
and what is the ultimate and total effect expected 
to be produced by this appropriation of $12,000. 
The Commissioner says: 

* This bridge has been in a decayed condition for some 
time past, and latterly | have feared that accidents would 
occur, involving the loss of humen life. It should be re 
built throughout; but what course it may be the pleasure 
of Congress to pursue, it is for that body to decide.” 

Well, then, as the whole bridge requires repair 
throughout, what is to be done with these $12,000 ? 
The Commissioner proceeds: 


*] have made an estimate of the cost of making such 
repairs as will restore the bridge to use, and find that 
$12,000 will accomplish that object in such a manner as to 
make it useful for a year or two, unless again broken by a 
freshet.”’ 


Then here is a structure ruinous and dangerous 
throughout. Happily, a portion of it has been 
carried away by an extraordinary freshet, so that 
the lives of the people are endangered by attempt- 
ing to cross what cannot be crossed without dan- 
ger. Now, we propose to apply $12,000, not to 
restore the structure so as to make it throughout 
safe, but to patch up this broken place, and put 
such other repairs upon the bridge as will just en- 
able people to use it. I, for one, am totally 
opposed toit. Ido not agree with my friend from 
Illinois, that we ought to allow this bridge to 
stand until we determine whether we are to have 
another. 1 think that it is far better to have none, 
than the present one—I think that it is far better 
to have the river open. Why should we inflict 
upon Georgetown the inconvenience and loss of 
having the navigation obstructed, and daily be- 
coming more and more obstructed? Why should 
we have this structure—a large portion of ita solid 
|| causeway, a total obstruction to the flow of water, 
filling up the river with shoals that, at low water, 
are exposed to the sun, and must ultimately be- 
come a source of disease to the whole of that part 
of the city? Why should we do that? I can 
conceive no reason for it. I would far rather that 
the whole bridge were taken away, and a steam- 
ferry established, than retain such a structure as 
we now have. Being of that opinion, I am op- 

osed to this amendment for patching up this 
ridge; for, let me assure the Senator that just so 
long as you will patch up that bridge and enable 
people to get across, just so long you will have no 
other or better structure. lam only sorry that the 
freshet which took away part of the bridge, did not 
|, carry the whole of it away, and leave the river open 
and free. I believe it would have been a matter of 
|| great importance had that been done,and Congress 


|| had lent its assistance, if necessary, to establish a 

convenient ferry or build a new bridge. I think 

we ought not to continue the present structure an 
hour longer. [ should, as I said before, be far 
more willing to vote $25,000 to remove it, than 
$12,000 to patch it up. It is an unsightly, inju- 
rious, disgraceful nuisance, and I do not want to 
mend it at all. 

Mr. SHIELDS called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK. As the yeas and nays are ordered, 

I desire simply to say, that I am in favor of ma- 

king a good bridge; but as the Senator from North 

Carolina [Mr. Bapcer] remarked, if we patch up 

this bridge we will not build another. Iam not, 

therefore, in favor of the amendment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The only reason why I offer 
the amendment is, that, as chairman of the com- 
mittee, numerous complaints have been addressed 

| to me by parties who complain of the want of com- 

munication, and that they have, consequently, no 
market; that at Georgetown there is no bridge, and 

the bridge in front of this city is destroyed. I 

therefore conceived it to be my duty to bring in 

the amendment and urge its adoption, for the pur- 
pose of giving these people some means of com- 
munication. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, with the 

following result—yeas 20, nays 23: 
YEAS—Mesers. Berrien, Bradburv, Bright, Clarke, Da- 

vis, Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Foot, Hamlin, Hunter, 


1} James, Jones of Tennessee, Mangum, Miller, Pearce, Se- 
|| bastian. Seward, Shields, Wade, and Weller—20. 
| 





NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Brod 
|| head, Brooke, Butler, Cass, Chase, De Saussure, Dodge of 
|| fowa, Felch, Fish, Geyer, Hale, Mallory, Rusk, Smith, 
|| Soulé, Spruance, Sumner, Underwood, and Upham—23. 





So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HUNTER. lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and 
district courts of the United States, inctuding the District 
of Columma; also for juries and witnesses, in aid of the 
funds arising from fines, penalties, and forieitures, incurred 
in the fixcal year ending Jane 30, 1852. and previous years; 
and likewise for detraying the expenses of suite in which 
the United States are concerned, and of prosecutions tor 
offenses committed against the United States, and for the 
apprehension and sate Keeping of prisoners, in addition to 
former appropriations, $90,000, 


Mr. HALE. 1 desire to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance to give some explana- 


tion of that amendment. 
Mr. HUNTER. The amendment is in pursu- 


ance of an estimate from the "Treasury Depart- 


ment. I have a letter from Mr. Whittlesey, the 
Comptroller, which can be read. That explains 
what the Senator from New Hampshire desires to 
have explained. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, ? 
CompTROLLER’s Orrice, Muy 13, 1852. § 

Str: In pursuance of your reference to me of House bill 
No. 146, reported by Mr. MeLanahan trom the Committee 
on the Judiciary, January 29, 1852, w regulate the fees and 
costs to be allowed officers of the Federal courts, with a@ 
note indorsed thereon by Mr. Houston, chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, requesting you to examine 
the bill and make estimates based upon it, stating, as nearly 
as may be, how much should be appropriated in case that 
bill should become a law, T have to report that | have ex 
amined the subject, and submit the result of my examina 
tion and opinion, as follows : 

The ameunt drawn for expenses of courts during the year 
ending June 30, 1851, over and above repayment*, was 
over $616,000 ; drawn from July 1, 1851, to this date, over 
$548 ,000—balance now to the credit of that fund about 
$6,' 0) and to the credit of fines, forfeitures, and penalties, 
about 813,000, 

During the present fiscal year the expenses have been 
very much increased, probably $30,000 of $40,000, by proce- 
cutvons growing outot the fugitive slave law in Massachu 
setts, New York, and Penn<ylvania, and prosecutions in 
New York and Louisiana for violations of the neutrality law. 
Many of the bills for these extraordinary expenses have not 
yetcome in. There will probably be needed (rom this time 
until the 30th of June, including those extraordinary ex- 
penses, about $110,000; and if so, there will be a deficit of 
about £90,000, 

This large deficit will occur, notwithstanding the amounts 
have been closely examined in this office, and my action 
as an accounting officer has been complained of by some of 
the marshals, clerks, and district attorneys as extremely 
rigid. 

The items for services during the present fiscal year, cer 
tified by the judges, including what will be certified, which 
have been and will be rejected as illegal, will probably 
amount to 850.000. Many of the officers insist that the cer- 
tificates of the judges are finaland conclusive ; that the ac- 
counting officers have no legal power or right to look behind 
the certificates ; and that all the action of the accounting 
officers, in rejecting numerous items in the accounts certi- 
fied, and reducing the amounts of others, isilleval. If that 
view of the law should be finally sustained, all those re 
jected items must be provided tor, which would probably 
swell the deficit during the present year to nearly $150,000 
How large an appropriation would be required to settle such 
items, certified by the judges and di-allowed by the account- 
ing officers during previous years, His not possible to esti- 
mate or even conjecture. The sums disallowed by my pre- 
decessor and myself in the accounts of one officer, (those 
of Mr. Durant, late district attorney for the eastern district 
of Louisiana.) amount to nearly $42,000. 

The judicial expenses of the Government have been 


| greatly increased by an extension of territory, and the crea- 


tion of the new districts of California, Oregon, Minnesota, 
New Mexico, and Utah. I will estimate them for the 
year beginning July Ist, 1852, and ending June 30, 1853, 
over and above the amounts that may be received from 
fines and penalties, as follows : 

In case the present laws remain in force, and the certifi 
cates of the judges are to be regarded as conclusive as to 
the legality and amount of each item certified, | estimate 
the amount at $620,000. 

In case the amounts are acted upon and passed, as they 
have been during the past year, under the present laws, I 
estimate the amount needed at $630,000. What the ex- 
penses would be under the present laws, can be estimated 
from past experience, With a reasonable approximation to 
accuracy ; what they would be under the bill submitted by 
the committee, itis much more difficull to estimate. The 
bill does not propose a general reduction of fees, and though 
it would reduce some of the items of fees in afew of tiie dis- 
tricts and equalize them, it would increase them in ten in- 
stances where it would reduce themin one. For in-tance, 
it proposes to raise jurors’ fees from $1 25 to $2 per day, 
and witnesses’ fees from #1 25 to $1 50 perday. It would 
raise the fees and increase the compensation of district at- 
torneys in about three fourths of the districts. Ittakes the 
fees allowed to marshals by the fee bill of February 2#th, 
1799 as the basis, and in everyinstance where any change 
is made in the compensation for any item of service, the bill 
proposes to increase it The bill proposes to equa ize 
clerks’ fees. it allows a very liberal compensation tor is- 
suing writs, filing papers, making dockets, and indexes, 
taxing costs,and all general services. and a moderate com- 
pensation for making entries, records, and copies. I think 

it would increase the fees for any given amount of services 
rendered in a — of the districts, but its precise oper- 
ation cannot be determined in advance. The object of the 
i) bill is to equalize fees, and to lessen expenses by regulating 
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practice 


tha in many particulars in order to prevent abuses, 
for a joinder of actions, and prevent an unneces 
sary multiplication of suits—to avoid all useless forms, and 
prevent an unnecessary multiplication of papers, orders, 
and proceedings—lessen the amount of labor and services 
performed, and to pay the officers generally better for ser 
vices which are really necessary. If the same man has 
guilty of half a dozen distinct offenses of the same 
character, which might be joined in an indictment, by virtue 
of the bill proposed, under the present practice, a distinct 
euit in ante cated for each offense, making the same costs 
meach evit. And if the same person is a proper witness 


10 provide 


heen 


tor the Government in half a dozen enits pending at the 
same time, asubp@nais issued aud served on him in each 
mt at each term of the court requiring his attendance 


"The bill provides that one subp@na shall be sufficient to 
command the attendance of a witness on the eourt, to 
testify in all the cause¢sin which his testimony may be needed 
for the United States, and the needless labor and expr 
of issuing and serving several subpanas will be saved. 

The greatest abuses now existing which ewell largely 
aggregate expenses of Federal courts, are in less than one 


the 


fourth part of the districts; in which the bill in question 
would, in my opinion, reduce the aggregate expenses below 
what the accounting officers would allow under the present 
laws perhaps 80,000; and in the other districts, the ex 
peuses would be increased on the one hand about as much 
as they would be dimitished on the other. 

If these estimates are correct, in case the bill should be 
come na law, oa re will be needed for the fiecal vear com 
meneing July Ist, 1852, and ee June 30th, 1653, an ap 
PFOPMLALION Of nc essveccercceves a. Raed ens owe MOOV ,000 
And for deficiencies for the present year ending 

June Wth, 1852 90.000 


$640,000 


All of which ts respectfully submitted. 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY. 


Hon. Tuomas Corwin, Secretary of the Treasury 


Mr. HALE. When I asked the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Hunter) forinformation, | wanted 
to And out, if | could, (but it seems that the letter 
of the Comptroller does not give the information 


| required, and I understand that the chairman of 
} 


the Committee on Finance [Mr. Hunter rR] is not 
able to vive it,) what proporuon of these 390, O00 
was wanted for the darlit ig obje ct of the compro- 


mise—for the purpose of carrying out the fugitive 
slave law. I understand that this deficiency arises 
from the fact that the appropriations of last year 
were sufficient by so much to enforce the fugi- 
tive slave law in Massachusetts, and the neutrality 
} oulsiana and New York. How much of 


not } 
law ind 
this charge has been caused by the turbulence in 
Louisiana, or the fanaticism in Massachusetts does 
not appear; but two extremes they 
ier, and the total amount of what is 


being are 

| imped togett 
| te ! ’ 

required to enforce the neutrality law in L 


and New York, and the 


muisiana 


fugitive slavelaw in Mas- 


achusetts and Pennsylvania, is put down without 
attempting to distinguish the items. I shall vote 
against them both; and before any Senator votes 


| wish that he could read the very satisfactory re- 
the judicial expenses 
Sommittee on the 


port on which has been made 
by the ¢ Judiciary in the House 
of Representatives during the present session; 
imbodying, as it 

Comptroller of the 
most faithful and vigilant officers we 
aid inany Department of this Govern- 
ment Senators will there see the mode in which 
thre an expenses have increased beyond all 

ws 


precedel 


does, this very report of 
ry . , 

rreasury, who is, I believe, 
one of oe 


have ever 


I sada ind, as well as it pb 


nossible for me to 
understand anything amid this noise and confu- 
sion—and | do not make that remark in any offer 


sive st nse—that the Comptroller 
these bills could be properly audited, and if a lib- 
eral allowance of illegal items were stricken out, 


650,000 might besaved, and theamount chargeable 


on the administration of the neutrality and fugi- 
tive slave law might be reduced to $90,000 Am I 
net right? 

Mr. HUNTER... The Senator is in error in 


supposing that the Comptroller says these are the 
two he deficiency. It arises from 
ull the causes to which he has referred in his let- 
ter. Ile says, however, that the actual am: 
ot the defi itcaused by the administration of 
laws, would amount to $150,000, as shown by the 
certificates of the judges, but that by a rigid su 
pervision of thy bills, and by the rejection of ille- 
ral items, it might be cut down to $90,000 

Mr. HALE. 1 have but little information on 
this sul pect, but I will tell the Senate in what way 
this deficit has accrued in part from the adminis- 
tration of the fugitive slave law. When the mar- 
nas had to enforce it at Boston, he has been 
compelled to employ an extra number 


oniy causes of t 
] 


unt 


, : 
Sual 


of oflicers— 


a very considerable number—to carry itinto execu- | 


the | 


suggests that if 


inese 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tion; then these officers must have compensation; 
but satisfied with that, they have been em- 
ployed in the double capacity of officers and wit- 
nesses. These returns show that » considerable 
portion of this deficiency has accrued in this way 
—by going out into the highways and byways 
and picking up such fellows as are willing to be- 

‘ers to enforce such a law;and then, over 
and above the per diem paid to them as officers, 


not 


come offi 


they are employed and paid as witnesses. The 
returns in the Comptroller’s office will show that 
to be thefact. Inaddition to that, a report I have 
just received shows something else; it shows how 
these expenses have grown up. L find in this re- 


port that—take, for instance, the district of Massa- 
chusett expenses, exclusive of the salaries 
of judges sttideiiie ined strict attorneys, fees and 
moneys advanced to the marsh: i 
1831, about twenty years azo, to $11,000; 

1x32, to $9,000; take it in 1840, and they have 
ip to $18,000; in 1845, they are $30,000; and 
1851, $92,000 a vear. That shows the 
manner in which expenses have increased; 
and the ¢ you that have in- 
proper } ‘ whether 
population or the business of 


3—the 


ais, amo inted 


wot 
they are 
tnese 


= ' 
ptroier telus 


beyond all 
compared with the 
the country. 

Mr. HUNTEE I cannot inform the Senator 
with precise accuracy as to the amount of defi- 
ciency arising outol "the prosec ution of the fugitive 
slave law, and the enforcement of the neutrality 
law. The Comptroller says that during the present 
fiscal year the expenses have been very much in- 


yom they 


creased roportior 
i 


creased; and probably they have inc reased to the 
amount of thirty or forty thousand dollars by 
prosecutions arising out o f the fugitive slave law 
in Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania, 


and proses ‘utions growing out of th 
in Ne ww York 
Mr. HAL 


whole deficiency. 


‘neutrality law 
and Louisiana. 
That does not acc ! 

But [ made up my mind when 
the was taken on the amendment relating to 
the Nautical Almanac, again to 
correct any abuse upon the Treasury of tl e United 
States, and perhaps it would have been a wiser 
se to have adhered to that determination. But 
if Senators had read the report of Sommittee 
on the Judiciary in the House of Representatives 
at this session, ind the very able and searching 
letter rin which 
enses have 
ritment 


yunt for the 


vote 


not to attempt 


the ¢ 


of Mr. Whittlesey as to the manne 
this money has | 


1 
een spent,and the ex 


increased until they have 


to $92,000, they 


run upin one 
| 


° . : 
wou d be siow to vote 


um to that fund until they had made a searching 
investigation, and altemptet d to correct some of the 
abuses which your ¢ flicers have p nted out. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 


ment was agreed t 

Mr. MILLER. 
mittee on Finance 
ment: 


Toenable the Secretary 


[I am authorized by the C 
to offer the followime 


om- 
amend- 


of the 
lin the Census Office 


e clerks 
at the rate of 


Int rort » pray to th 


employe upon extra duty, 


one hundred dollars for full services, according to the office 
roll, the sum of $10,500 

| would state that the Secretary of the Interior 
recommends this appropriatio: ,and has also trans- 
nitted a letter to the committee from the Superin- 
le de nt of the ri ma These clerks have been 
empl a” ! on extra writing, at night, for which 
they have rec nate no compensation. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. Lh: 
the ¢ Indian 
lowing 


ive been mstruc ted b y 


sommittee on Affairs to offer the fol- 


amendment 
es of tre } and St. 
their title to 
‘ing an addition to the 


. made 30th of September, 


For 
Peter’s 
lands in the 
appropr 
R50, S4. 

That 


0 rhit 


expens wing wit 
Sioux, and for the exting 
Minnesota Ter 
ron, for Line 
723 3s 


1 the Mississippi 
ulstiimento 
ritery, b 


same obiect 





dments which I 
iv, and is intend- 
e Indian service for 


of outstanding 


is one of a class of ame 





to h ive he oTrner ui 


bey } Oy ey ‘ 
piya agenecrency oO 


: dl to suy 
»present year, [tis the amount 
bilitie s for furnishing provisions to these Indians, 
iad for the extinguishment of their title to lands 
Minnesota Territory, and,astheamendment 
states, is an addition to the ation for the 
me object made in Septembe r, 1850. That ap- 
propriation has been exhausted; and in 
uence of the Indians being on the council grounds 
than was anticipated, this amount of ex- 
has been necessarily incurred in holding 
The treaty was held under the im- 
mediate supervision of the ¢ 


int 


appropy 
conse- 
longer 


nense 


Lhese treaties, 


ry further | 


commissioner of Indian |} 








Affairs, sini the estimate comes from the India, 
Department. I have been instructed to offer j, 
by the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

“The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I amalso instructed byt, 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to offer the follow; ng 
amendment, to be inserted at the end of line ty, 
hundred and fifty-six, page eleven of the hill; 


Provided, That after the thirtieth day of June, 1859 
payments of interest on said award shall ceas: 
the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, direor, 
to pay the said claiinants the amount of principal awarded 
in each case respectively, and that the amount necessary 
for this purpose be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
Provided further, That the annual payment and satisi, 
tion of said awards, shall be first ratified and approved a, 
a final release of all claims of such parties, under the fou: 
teenth article of said treaty, by the proper national author 
of the Choctaws in such form as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Interior. ; 


I should like to have 


2, all 
+ and thar 


the sec tion of the deficiency 


bill, to which the proviso is offered, read, in ord 
that its object and effect may be understood. 


It was read, as follows: 


For interests on the amounts awarded Choctaw claim 
auts, under the fourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit Creek, of 27th of 1830, for 
which they resided, but which it is impossible to gi 
and in lien of the serip that has heen awarded under the 
act of 23d of August, 1842, not deliverable, east, by the 
third section of said law, per act of third March, 1845, 
the half year ending the 30th of June, 1852, $21,800 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. [will offer a word of ex. 
planation, presenting a short history of this claim, 

which will, perhaps, constitute the ‘best argument 
in favor of the adoption of this provision. By 
the treaty of September, 1830, the Choctaw In- 
dians ceded all their territory east of the Missis- 
sippi river. By the fourteenth artic we thattreaty, 
provision was made that the heads of families, 
who might desire to remain e the M 
sinpi, and become citizens of the S 
bama and Mississipp!, 
main. 

Ata certain time these 
made out and established; but in consequence of 
circumstances, to which itis now unnecessary to 
refer, the time elapsed, and owing to the neglect 
of the officers of the Government, and the ob- 
structions which were thrown in the way by the 
vhite population, these heads of families were 
prevented from availing themselves of the benefits 
to which they were entitled under this treaty 
The rights which they held arose out of the 
treaty, and this state of things continued unti 
by act of 1842 Congress authorized 
place of the weservations under that treaty 
scrip to the amount of these reservations shot 
be issued to them. It was further provided by 
the law of 1842 that one half of the scrip should 
be deliverable east of the Mississippi river, and 
that the other half should be withheld tll the 
Choctaws finally emigrated west. This was evi- 
dently intended as a means of compelling their 
emigration, and was, of course, a departure fron 
the original treaty. They accepted this offer of 
composition for their claims, which Congress 
made to them; and after they had emigrated they 
called for the other half of the scrip. Congress 

again interfered upon the petition of the Choctaw 
couneil, of the nation west of the Mississippi, 
who ¢ asked that the amount might be funded et 
the rate of five per cent. interest, ‘instead of being 
deliverable in masstothem. Now, the experience 
of the administration of this particular annuity, 
payable to a particular part of the Choctaw 1 
tion, making a large class of private claimants, 
has been found to be attended with such mis- 
chiefs, and to be so ruinous to the f 


September, lands or 


ve the 


ist of ISSIs- 
States of Ala- 


should be permitted to re 





eservations were to be 


the in the 


that 


intere sts 0! 
these persons, that the Choctaw council has re- 
versed its former determination; and whereas 
they have once petitioned that this amount should 
be funded, they now ask that the amount shou Me 
be unfunded again, and that the amount whic! 
was awarded by the act of 1842 should be paid 
over in mass to the respective claimants. Of thé 
policy of this final distribution, the paneeagnnes of 
the annuity by the payment of the principal i 
| stead of the interest, I suppose there is no ie le 
tor who will entertain a doubt. These annuives 
are already accumulating upon us with feariui 
rapidity. In the administration of 
this class in this way we escape entirely those 
considerations which apply in favor of a genere 
annuity system to a nation at large. 

The amount payable to each of these claiman! 
becomes a vested right; and on the death of the 
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head of a family, it 1s subdivided, ad infinitum, 
unti] the amounts which are payable to the differ- 
ant heirs have dwindled down to sums almost too 
to pay the expense of traveling to 
.e agency for the purpose of receiving them. 
The only question whi sh has been suggested by 
any Senator has been as to the competency of 
Congress to provide in this mode for the satisfac- 
son of these annuities. It will be seen that this 
indemnity for the infractions of the fourteenth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of 1830, is entirely the creature 
of the legislation of Congress. It does not arise 
snder the treaty itself. It is a mode of redress, 
giving satisfaction for the violation of the treaty; 
and these annuities were not created by the treaty. 
If they were perpetual annuities, created by the 
terms of the treaty, then it is adn ritted that we 
must have the sanction of a treaty to enable us to 
tke a good and valid payment of them. The 
fourteenth artic le of the treaty provided that reser- 
vations in land should be extended to the Indians. 
That they did not get; and the a of 1842 pro- 
= that scrip should be tendered to them; and 
he Indians accepted the proposition voluntarily 
aimed to them by Congress. When it came to 
the delivery of the half which was p vayable west 
of the M ssissippi, Congress again interfered, and 
by a mere act of legislation funded the amount of 
‘e land scrip at the rate of $1 25 an acre, and 
made it a perpetual annuity of five per cent., re- 
quiring the interest to be paid to them perpetu: ally. 


iv fieant 
l ih 


the 





[hey now ask that the amount shall be paid in 
ull the principal discharged, and the annuities 
ypped; so that the last two: acts of Congress 


wit h have been passed upon this subject pre- 
scribed terms which have been ac repted by the 
Indians. ‘They are repealable in their character, 
and itis just as competent for Congress to repeal 

eactof 1845, which made ita perpetual annuity, 
as it was to change the terms of 1842, which pro- 
vided satisfaction in place of the fourteenth article 
of the treaty of 1830. The whole of this annuity 
is nothing but a form of satisfaction which the 
Indians have accepted, and it is entirely the crea- 
sanct It is as competent 

wr the 2 irty-second Congress to repeal the act 

funding this scrip, as it was for Congress of 
1969 originally to enact it. 

The amendment which I have offered guaranties 
every kind of security that no further reclamation 
shall be made upon us for the application of this 
fund, or rather for the erroneous payment of it to 
improper parties. It requires the receipts and re- 
the individual claimants themselves, in 
addition to which, as a matter of precaution, it 
requires affirmation by an act of national authority 
on the part of the Choctaws. With this double 
security, | think, it y safe for the Senate 
to act in thi atter; and,as to the policy of adopt- 
ing this proposition, | suppose that no one here 
for a moment entertains a doubt. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN _ IL have one 


ture of legislative ion. 
¢ 


} > 
the 


lease of 


- 4 
Is entirel 


sm 


more amend- 


ment to offer from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs; but, as I am advised that it will create dis- 
cussion, I will merely lay it on the table, so that 
itmay be printed and laid on the desks of Sena- 


tors by to-morrow morning. It is to insert the 
following: 

For the unliquidated balance found the Creek In- 
dians, for losses sustained during the last war with Great 
Britain, by that portion of the wibe that was friendly and 
cooperated with the United States, in accordance with the 
promise of the Government, and pursuant to a report of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, made to the Committee on 
tudian Affairs of the Senate, May, 1850, $110,417 9u. 


Mr. BORLAND. I ask that the amendment 


may be printed, so that Senators may have it be- 
fore them. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
in the Chair. ) 
is made to it. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. HALE. I move further to amend the bill 
by inserting, after the amendment which was of- 
fered by the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and agreed to by the Senate, for supplying 


the deficiency in the judiciary fand, the follow- 
ing: 


due 


) (Mr. Maneum 
It will be printed, unless objection 


_Provided, That no officer in the United States who is in 
attendance upon any court of the United States shall re- 
celve any pay or compensation for his attendance as a wit- 


ness On behalf of the Government at the same time that he 


receives compensation as such officer. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I am not sure that I under- | 


' additional section, 


| and he is hereby authorized to examine the el 





stand that amendment. Does the Senator from 
New Hampshire mean that an officer residing in 
one State shall not receive com on as a Wilt- 
ness, although 
in another? 
Mr. HALE. No, sir; 1 mean—and I meant to 
write the amendment to mean—-that an officer shal! 
not go outand summon in a batch of officers and 
pay them a legal per diem during the whole term 
of the court, and then let them q' ualit 'y themselves 
as witnesses, and receive pay aiso as witnesses 


ensall 
‘ 


née is summoned to give 


leslimony 


during the whole term—that the »y shall nct be re- 
ceiving double compensation from the Govern 
ment, as officers and witnesses at the same time, 


That is all 


is what the 


at the same court. 
lieve that 
written. 

Mr. DAWSON. I understand the Senator 
say officers appomted; appointed by whom? 

Mr. HALE. By the marshals. 

Mr. DAW SON. What officers 
by the marshals? 

Mr. ADAMS. 
marshals. 

Mr. BADGER. It is very that, to 
avoid the difficulty suggested by the Senator from 
Virginia, IL 18S hecessary that the amendment 
should be amended so as to make it read that no 
officer of the United States, while heis in attend 
ance upon any court in the discharge of his said 
office, shall receive compensation as a wituess. | 
therefore move to insert the words ‘‘in the dis- 
charge of the duties of his said office,’’ after the 
words ** any court of the United States,”’ so as to 
make the amendment read: 


{ mean, and J be- 


amendment means as it is 


to 


are appointed 
i 
Criers are appointed 


obvious 


Provided, That no ofiicer of the United States, who is 
in attendance upon any court of the United States in the 
discharge of the duties of his said office, shall receive any 


behali of 
receives cou 


compensation for his attendance as @ Witness on 
the Government, at the same tune that he 
pensation as such ofhicer. 


Mr. HALE. [I accept that. 
DAWSON. I should 


like to know if any 


officer of the Government has ever charged pay 
as a witness? 
Mr. HALE. The Senator from Georgia asks 


if such things have ever occurred? I will tell him. 


I have a letter—though | have not got it by me— 
from the Comptroller of the Treasury, in which 
he says such things have occurred, and occurred 
very lately, and to a pretty considerable extent. 

Mr. DAWSON. Were they paid ? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; they were paid. 

The — ndment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have an amendment to 


offer, upon the st ibjec tof paying t! iborers upon 


the two wings of the ( ‘apitol, which is founded 
upon an estimate furnished by the Architect, to 


the honorable Senator from New 
(Mr. Hate.] 

Mr. HUNTER. Does an estimate from the 
Architect come within the rule? As Il understand 

, the rule refers only to estimates from the head 
of a Department. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
from New Ham; 
mate came. 

Mr. HALE. I have to state, the Senator from 
Pennsylvania having appealed to me before—as I 
thought the vote of the Senate was so decisive, 
that they had no money to pay workmen—that | 
tore the papers up, and gave up the thing in des- 
pair. I cannot say whether it was an estimate or 
not. It was something which the Architect drew 
up and put into my hands—a resolution, and then 
a statement of names, and figures to sustain it. 
The precise character of that, | do not know; but 


Hampshire, 


The honorable Senator 


whence the esti- 


shire can etate 
shire can SiLAale 


I thought the thing was dead. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Leask thattheamendment 


may be read; | suppose it can be introduced by 


unanimous consent. It only provide *8 for th 1e poor 
men who were waiting here all winter for 
It is an act of justice and charity. 

The amendment was read. It 
as follows: 





wor k . 


is to iisert an 


And be it further enacted, That the Architect appointed 
by the President of the United States to superintend the 
work on the construction of the additions to the Capitol be, 
aims of the 
workmen to indemnity for the loss of their time during the 
suspension of the work upon aaid additions, for the wantof 
an appropriation ; and that the said Architect allow to euch 
of said workmen, respectively, as were suspended from 
labor, during the pendency of the joint resolution making 
such appropriation, with the encouragement that upon such 
appropriation being made their labor would again be re- 
quired by the Government, and who intermediately had no 


| ington, su 
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ee 


e city of Wast 


iwa 


opportunity of obtaining employment in th 
ch reasonable indemnity 
during the the work, as, und 
stances of their respective cases, and 


require, not exceeding, however, in any case, 


ges (or labor 


' 
rine ci 


for loas « 
suspension ot reum- 
“Huitvy may 


the average 


justice 


rate of the earnings of said workmen m the employment of 
the en nt tor a like preceding period of ume 
: PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Maneum 


oe aru Vy 


the 


occupying the chair.) In reply to 
Senator from V irginia, the Chair would re- 
mark, that the amendment proposes no appropri 
ation in ti 
the 


e bill under consideration: 
the Chai 


theretere, in 


the 


opinion of 


r, it is not excluded by 


rule. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is entirely 
hope the amendment will be a 

Mr. BADGER. The only effect 
the amendment, without making an appropriation 
now, will be that the appropriation itself will be 
put in some small deficiency bill 
will be got 
or delay. 


inorder. | 
rreed to. 


of adop 


hereafter, and of 


course, through without any difficulty 


Mr. LiALE. Thisis pursuing the same course 
that was adopted in the example set to us by the 
Senator from North Carolina the other day, in 


voting $3,000 a year to an almanac maker. That 
had the vote of the honorable Senator from North 


Carolina; so that we are but following his exam 


ple when we support this amendment. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, Lam en 


tirely opposed to this movement. We have indi 
vidual claimants all over this wide country of ours, 
who are knocking at our doors year year, 
but nobody pays much attention + | 


afler 
to them: ul 
when you get a parcel of workmen here who are 
close by you—who can visit you every day, and 
talk to thev 
without going thro 


you and operate upon ma 


you, 
especial favorites, and, 
ordinary course petitioning, 
have to do when they have claims against the 
Government, It is proposed to provide for them in 
an appropriation bill. all the 
citizens of the country 

Mr. BORLAND. Will my friend from Ken- 
tucky permit me to say that 
morialized Congress. | 

ymetimeaco from them 


rh the 


of as other siotanie 


This 1s justice to 


have me- 
memorial 
, Stating very strongly and 
‘learly the justice of the « 
by them. 

“Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
instead of all 
memorial, and to report a bill, 
cessary, we are forestalling it 


these men 
presented a 


‘ laim whichis now made 

Then, Mr. President, 
owing the committee to act upon the 
if they think it ne 
by making an ap 





propriation before the committees have acted 
‘These, | believe, are the very same gentlemen 
whom my friend from Arkansas told us, some time 
avo, in one of his speeches, were such a lazy set 
of fellows that they did not half do the work on 


which they were engaged. 

While l am up I wish to put this matter right. 
I want to state the facts as they are. When this 
subject was up before, | wrote a note to the super 
intendent of the work, asking him if he would be 
kind enough to tell 


me how these persons were 
engaged; how they were brought here: and how 
they were employed. We were told, when this 
matter was under discussion before, that these per 
sons were brought here by an advertisement, 


which promised them certain employment, and 
held out certain inducements to them. 


I wanted 
he advertisement, and therefore I wrote 
to the superintendent. 
in reply: 

“In compliance with your 
eontaining the advertisement you 
Vertisement—no invitation of apy 
d: and the this h 
with on the part of the Gover: 
uance 
Respect 


oO see t 
He sent me the follow ing 
letter 
request, T inclove a 
epenk ¢ 
Kind Ww 
ave been 


paper 

No other ad 
hatever bas been 
fully complied 


ment, as all the men who 


issuc terms of 


came here in purs of it were employed until the fast 


of December. ully, 


THOMAS U. WALTER.” 
Here is the advertisement: 
Wanrep—At the extension of the United States Capi 


tol, filly good stone masons, to whom work 
to the last of December. Wages 52 


tion to be made to Samne!l Strong 


will be given 
25 per day. Applica 
, Superintendent. 


Wasutnoton, September 11, 185] 
Now, here is an advertisement, stating to all 


! 
the world, that work was to be given to a certain 
| number dividuals—stone masons: that they 
would be paid $2 25 per day—more than double 
the price for which we get men of that character 
of the country: but Ido not object 
The advertisement sets forth, also, that 
they were to be emp! oyed until the last of Decem 
ber. The agent charged with the execution o f all 


this, tells us that every person who made appli- 


of in 


lumy quarter 
to that. 
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cation in pursuance of this advertisement, was em- 
ployed up to the time specified in the advertise- 
ment, and paid according to contract. These are 
all the facts, and yet we hardly have a session upon 
an appropriation bill, but some gentleman gets up 
and makes a motion to provide for these labor- 
era, 

Mr. DAWSON. 
dential election. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It is said that it is just 
preceding a presidential election, and that that is. 
the reason it is urged. 

Mr. HALE. Order! Order! 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. But I do not conceive 
that that has anything to do with it. I felt it my 
duty to state these facts to the Senate. Here 
they are. Here is the advertisement, and here is 
the agent’s statement. I say that every person 
who engages to work for Government, stands on 
the same footing, and if you make an exception 


me 





It is just on the eve of a presi- 


in 
ought to extend it all over the country. 
againstthe whole of it from beginning to end. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Maneum 
in the chair.) The Chair would remark that the 
amendment is most ingeniously drawn, and seems 
to have been drawn with a view to evadethe rule. 

ut another portion of the rule will comprehend 
it, to wit: 

“ And no amendment shall be received, whose object is 
to provide for a private claim, although the same may have 
been previously sanctioned by the Senate.’’ 

This must be regarded in the light of a private 
claim. Here no appropriation’is made, and yet 
the amendment will create the necessity of an 
appropriation by the Government 

Mr. HALE. Will the Chair allow me to suggest 
that this is exactly similar to the case of Lieutenant 
Davis. The amendment there was admitted and 
adopted, It was a private claim to the amount of 
$1,500 a year. The amendment made no appro- 
priation; but when we adopted it, it created, im the 
words of the Chair, a necessity for an appropri- 
ation. If the decision of the Chair be correct, that 
this is a private claim, that was a private claim 
also; but thle President of the Senate was then in 
his place, and received it. There can be no differ- 
ence between the two, except that one refers to 
stone-masons, and the other to an almanac maker. 
It seems to me the rule ought to be applied to 
both. 
mentally that the opinion of the Chair should be 
sustained, because i would cut the almanac maker 
off; but still, L think the rule ought to be applied 
to both. 

Mr. BADGER. There is no sort of similarity 
between the cases at all; and none can be made 
out, except by casting some reflection conveyed 
by an expression used ina contemptuous manner 
toward a highly meritorious officer, whom the 
Senator from New Hampshire has thought proper 
to characterize as an ‘almanac maker.’’? Thetwo 
cases have no resemblance at all. The amend- 
ment to which the Senator alludes was a proviso 
which I offered, and which was adopted by the 
Senate upon an amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire. 


ernment a compensation which he had heretofore 
received. That was all it was. 

A proposition to increase the salary of an officer 
of the Government, or to diminish the salary of 
an officer of the Government, is not a proposition 
at all like a private claim. It relates to the pay- 
ment of the salary or compensation of a public 
officer. This is an amendment, the object of 
which is to provide for acertain claim. Undoubt- 
edly it is a private claim. These persons are not 
officers of the Government. This is aclaim on the 
equity of the Government, for which, as I have 
more than once stated, | am ready at any preper 
time to vote. But I do not choose to embarrass 
this deficiency bill with it; and I submit therefore 
that the decision of the Chair is correct, that th:s 
proposition cannot be offered as an amendment to 
this bill. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
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favor of laborers in Washington city, you | 
1 am | 


I should be glad individually and senti- | 


That proviso was to | 
continue, under this law, to an officer of the Gov- 








SALT SPRINGS 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 

is a motion to suspend the rules, holding over from 

last Monday, for the purpose of introducing the 
following resolution: 


IN IOWA. 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, be discharged frum the further con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 55. 

Mr. CLARK. In connection with this resolu- 
tion, | wish to make a short statement of the pur- 
pose I have in view in offering it. After I have 
done that, I apprehend there will be no objection 
whatever to its introduction. I ask for the read- 
ing of the bill. 

The bill was then read by the Clerk, as follows: 
A bill to relinquish to the State of Lowa lauds reserved for 

Salt Springs therein. 

Be it enacted hy the Senute and House of Representatives 
of the United Stutes of America in Congress ussembled, 
That the twelve salt springs, and six sections of land ad 


| joining, or contiguous thereto, the use of which was granted 


to the State of Lowa, by the act entitled * An act supple 
mental te the act for the admission of the States of Lowa 
aud Florida into the Union,” approved March 3d, 1845, 
shall be, and the same are hereby granted in fee simple to 
the State of Lowa, to be disposed of, and the proceeds to be 
applied as the Legislature of that State shall direct. 

Mr. CLARK. I now eall for the reading of the 
fourth section of the act of Congress upon this 
subject. 

It was read, as follows: 

* Fourth. That all salt springs within the State, not ex- 
ceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land adjoin 
ing,or as Contiguous as may be to each, shall be granted tothe 
said State for its use; the same to be selected by the Legis 
lature thereof, within one year after the admission of said 
State, and the same, when so selected, to be used on such 
terms, conditions, and regulations as the Legislature of the 
State shall direct: Provided, That no salt spring, the right 
whereof is now vested in any individual or individuals, or 
which may hereaiter be confirmed or adjudged to any indi 
vidual or individuals, shall, by this section, be granted to 
sald State: nd provided, also, That the General Assembly 
shall never lease or sell the same, at any one time, fora 
longer period than ten years, without the consent of Con- 
gress.’?’ 

Mr. CLARK. 1 desire further, that the fifth 
section of the act of the General Assembly of the 
State of Lowa, upon this subject, shall be read. 

lt was read as follows: 

** Sec. 5. The proceeds of the sales of said lands consti- 
tute a tund for founding and supporting a lunatic asylum 
and the other object herein specified. The amount realized 
therefrom must be invested, and the interest only can be 
used: Provided, That the commissioners of the lunatic 
asylum may, ii they deem the interests of the institution 
and the wants of the State demand it, in the first instance 
use 38,000 of the principal of the fund to assist in the build 
ing and furnishing of said asylum: 4nd provided, also, That 
$5,000 of the principal is hereby placed at the disposal of 
the superintendent of public instruction, for the use of the 
college of physicians and surgeons at Keokuck, to be paid 
over as he may from time to time deem advisable.” 

Mr. CLARK. The reading of this section of 
the act of Congress e 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I will ask the 
gentleman from lowa, how long his explanation 
is likely to last? If he designs to make a regular 
speech, | must object to it. 

Mr. CLARK. I shall not occupy more than 
three or four minutes. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Iowa 
must be aware that discussion is not in order until 
the resolution is regularly before the House. 

Mr.CLARK. | supposed that there would be 





| no objection to giving me the opportunity to make 


a simple explanation of the object of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can proceed 
if no one objects. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
any departure from the rule. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. Put your reso- 
lution upon its passage. No body objects to it. 

Mr. CLARK. Lask, then, that the resolution 
be put upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 


I do object to 


| introducing the resolution. 


The question was then put, and the motion was 


| agreed to. 


So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 


| was introduced. 


Mr.CLARK. I have no purpose to detain the 
House beyond a very few minutes. I consider 
that my object is already sufficiently explained to 
the House by the reading of the section of the 
act of Congress relating to this subject, and the 
section of theact passed by the General Assembly 
of the State of lowa. It will be perceived by 
the act supplemental to the act for the admission 
of the States of lowa and Florida into the Union, 
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oe May 24, 
that Congress gave the State of Lowa twelve g,), 
springs, with six sections of land adjoining, 7, 
language of the act is, that six sections shalj |, 
granted to the State of Iowa for its use. Now. 
the object of Congress was, without doubt, ;, 
make a donation of these springs with the lang 
But there is a proviso in the section which proj). 
its the State from selling the lands. By the |gy. 
guage of that proviso, they can only lease them fo, 
a term not exceeding ten years. But it is found ey. 
tremely inconvenient and unprofitable to use these 
lands in that way. They do not subserve the pur. 
pose for which the donation was intended, 
Mr.CLEVELAND. Will the gentleman from 


Iowa permit me to ask him one question? I wish to 


| know if there is any object sought in this bill excep: 
| that of giving the State of lowa the power of dis. 
| posing of these salt springs and the land accom- 


panying them? 
Mr. CLARK. None whatever, except for the 


| appropriation of the fund. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. That is a matter for the 
State of Lowa to determine. If that is the only 
object of the bill, | do not see why the House js 
not ready to vote upon it without further explan- 
ation. 

Mr. CLARK. All we want is that Congress 
shall give to the State of lowa complete power to 
dispose of these lands. 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
was adopted; and the bill was brought before the 
House for consideration. 

Mr. CLARK. I now move to put the bill upon 
its passage. 

The SPEAKER. Is there an amendment pend- 
ing? 

Mr. CLARK. There is. 

The amendment was read as follows: 

Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be so 
construed as to interfere with the mghts of third parties: 
And provided, further, That if any of the lands which have 
been selected by the authorities of the State of Iowa, under 
the act aforesaid, shall have been legally claimed by pre- 
emption or otherwise, the State shall be authorized to select 
other lands in lieu thereof. 

Passed the Senate, February 9, 1852. 

Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is the question 
upon ordering the bill to a third reading? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. JONES. I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question being first upon the adoption of 
the amendment, it was taken, and carried in the 
affirmative. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time, and having been 
engrossed, it was read the third time and passed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, it is 
necessary that we should do something to facilitate 
the transaction of the business of this HTouse-— 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I call the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee to order. I object to his 
oe when there is no question before the 

ouse. 

Mr. JONES. I have a proposition to offer. It 
is that the rules be suspended, and that a resola- 
tion be adopted, providing that it shall be the 
standing order of the House, this day and each 
succeeding day, until all the committees shall have 
been called, to call committees for reports; and 
that no other business shall intervene until that 
call shall have been gone through with. Give the 
committees an opportunity to relieve themselves 
of the reports and bills which have been accumu- 
lating for the last two or three months. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order for me to ask 
uestion of the Chair? 

he SPEAKER. The question will be put 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

[Cries of ** Order! ”’ * Order! ’’} 

Mr. HART. I object. The House is divid- 
ing upon the question, and remarks are not i 
order. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the Chair if it is in 
order for me to ask aquestion? If the Chair says 
it is not, that ends it, and gentlemen may take 
their own course. I shall be controlled by the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Alaba- 
ma addressed the Chair, I believe before the Chair 
announced the call for a division. He was called 
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to order, however. The gentleman from Alaba- 
ma will state his question. If it is a question of 
order such as is proper to be offered, the Chair 
will consider it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not propose a question 
of order, but one relating to the business proposed 
to be transacted. 

The SPEAKER. 
of order. L : 

Mr. FOWLER, I wish to make an inquiry 
relating to the matter now before the House. 

The SPEAKER. Is it a question of order or 
a question relating to the business now before the 
House? 7 E 

Mr. FOWLER. [think it is. I wish to in- 
quire if the proposition of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee [Mr. Jones] is to spend one hour each 
day upon the subject? 


The SPEAKER. 


Then the gentleman is out 


a resolution making it the order of the day for to- 
day, and each succeeding day until all the com- 
mittees shall have been called for reports. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I ask forthe read- 
ing of the resolution. 
The SPEAKER. 
fore the House. 
end the rules for the introduction of a resolution. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I ask that that res- 
olution may be read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jones} will reduce his resolution to 
writing. 


There is no resolution be- 
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The proposition is to sus- | 
pend the rules for the purpose stated—to introduce || 


The only proposition is to sus- | 






= 


| month, it is a permanent change of the rules. The | 
| suspension of the rules can only apply to particu- 

| lar measures, and not the general order of busi- 
ness. = 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would say that 
| the House very often makes a particular bill the 
special order, from day to day, until disposed of. 
This proposition is very like that, for it is to make 
reports from committees the special order until 
they are called through. 

Mr. STEPHENS. There isan express rule of 
the House which makes it competent for the 
House to make any particular bill the special 
order. 

The SPEAKER. It is competent, in the opin- 
ion of the Chair, for the House to suspend all the 
rules, and to make the special order proposed by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones. ]} 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
submitted by Mr. Mason, and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 64, noes 76. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question was then put upon the original 
resolution of Mr. Jones, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. I move to reconsider’the vote 
just taken, by which the resolution was adopted, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 
be now in order? 

Mr. JONES. The resolution just adopted takes 
|| effect from its adoption. 





Will a motion 





Mr. JONES. It isnot necessary. The Clerk 
will take it down. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended in order to enable me to introduce a reso- 
lution that it shall be the standing order of this 
House for this day, and from day to day, to call 


committees for reports for one hour, to the ex- | 


clusion of all other business, until all the commit- 
tees shall have been called. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to that, 
for that is the rule of the House now. That is 
exactly what I want. One hour each day of 
course. I thought the gentleman’s proposition 
was intended to cover the whole day instead of 
one hour of each day. 

The question was then taken on the suspension 
of the rules, and there were, on a division—ayes 
132, noes not counted. 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
was admitted. 

Mr. JONES. I call for the previous question 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Whatis the precise form of 
the gentleman’s resolution ? 

Mr. JONES. It is that it shall be the order of 
this House for this day, and each succeeding day, 
to call for reports from the committees for at least 


one hour, until all the committees shall have been 


called, 

Mr. MASON. I move to amend the resolution 
by inserting ** two hours,”’ in the place of ‘* one 
hour.’? 

Mr. JONES. I withdraw my call for the pre- 
vious question, if the gentleman wishes to submit 
that amendment, so that the House may have an 
Opportunity to vote upon it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
heard the resolution read. 

The Clerk then read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That it shall be the order of the House for this 
day, and each succeeding day, to call the committees for re- 
ports for one hour, daily, to the exclusion of all other busi- 
ness, until the committees are called through. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I would inquire if the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] proposes this 
as a standing rule of the House? 

Mr. JONES. Only until the committees shall 
have been called through ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I submit, then, a question 
of order. The rules of this House prescribe the 
manner in which business shall be discharged. To 


change this standing rule of the House requires 
one day’s notice. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Georgia, upon the ground that the proposition is 
not to make a permanent change of the rules, but 
to suspend the existing rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I submit, if the rules can 
be suspended for the purpose of changing the gen- 
eral order of business without changing the rules ? 
If this is to suspend the rules for a week or a 


I have not yet 


Mr. BROWN. I understand that it does not 
take effect until to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. It is for this and each suc- 
ceeding day. 

Mr. BROWN. 

Mr. COBB. I rise to a privileged question, 
and will detain the House but a few moments. 
Some days since, when we were referring bills 
from the Speaker’s table, a bill proposing to grant 
the right of way and a donation of public lands 
to aid in the construction of the Selma and Gun- 
ter’s Landing railroad, was, at my suggestion, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. I moved the next morning to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was referred 
| to the Committee of the Whole. I did it because 

some of my colleagues, at the time I made the 
| motion, thought that it was improper. ‘They be- 
| lieved that the bill should have been referred to the 
| Committee on Public Lands. And inasmuch as | 
| desired time to consult my colleagues, as | did not 
|| wish to do anything in violation of their feelings, 
|| [ moved the next morning to reconsider the vote. 

I have had a consultation with them, and am satis- 
| fied, and think they are perfectly satisfied, that it 
| should go back upon the Calendar, and go to the 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. We certainly are not very sanguine in 
our expectations that this bill will be reached this 
session. 

The SPEAKER. What is the gentleman’s 
| motion? Weare acting now under the order of 
| the House. 

Mr. COBB. It is to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was referred to the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of thé Union. My ob- 
ject is to have it go back where it originally was. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can call it up 
after we have executed the order of the House. 
| Reports are now in order from the Committee on 


Public Lands. 
INDIGENT INSANE. 
Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Public 


| Lands, to which was referred ** A bill making 
grants of public lands to the several States of the 
| Union, for the benefit of indigent insane persons,”’ 
| reported the same back with various amendments, 
| and with a recommendation that it do pass. The 
| Clerk read the bill and amendments. 
| Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, with regard to the 
|| bill which has just been read, and which was 
|| printed at the last Congress, | propose only to 
| submit afew remarks. Ido not wish to consume 
| the hour devoted to the reception of reports from 
| committees in discussion. I will state merely the 
|| provisions of the bill. The first section of the bill 
provides for the granting of ten millions of acres 
of the public land to all the States of the Union to 
| be apportioned on the compound ratio of geo- 








GLOBE. 
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I thought it was from this day. | 


graphical area and representation, according to the || 
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late census, to be applied to the support of the in- 
digent insane. 
Mr. STANLY. It is very difficult to hear the 
gentleman's remarks, so great is the confusion out- 
side of the bar. 
The SPEAKER. The officers of the House 
will preserve order outside of the bar. 
Mr.-HALL. The Committee on Public Lands 
have reported an amendment to that first section, 
providing that there shall be granted to each Siate 
public land at the rate of 50,000 acres for each 
Representative in the House of Representatives, 
according to the census of 1850. This will increase 
the grant about 1,500,000 over the donation pro- 
posed in the original section. My own impression 
is, from all the information I can derive upon the 
subject, that 10,000,000 acres are sufficient for the 
purpose of the bill; and I, therefore, prefer in that 
respect the original bill to the amendment. The 
second section of the bill provides that the States 
within which public lands of a suttable quality 
are situated, shall select the lands granted by this 
bill within their own limits, and that the States 
which have no lands shall be required to select 
within the Territories from the land now subject 
to private entry. Itfturther provides that the land 
thus selected shall be subject to the right of pre- 
emption, and shall not be sold for more than 
$1 25 per acre. The Committee on Public Lands 
propose to amend that section in two respects. In 
the first place, that in the event of lands situated 
within any State not being worth $1 25 per acre, 
in the opinion of the Governor of that State, it 
may select its lands within the Territories of the 
United States. In the second place, the commit- 
tee move to amend that second section by provid- 
ing that if the lands selected by any of the States 
are not sold within twenty years after the passage 
of this law, the grant shall cease and the lands 
revert to the United States. It appears to me that 
both of these proposed amendments are right and 
proper 
The committee propose to strike out the whole 
of the third section, which provides, on the com- 
pletion of the apportionment of these lands, patents 
shall be issued to the several States for the por- 
tions allotted to them respectively, and that there- 
upon the States shall assume the management and 
sale of the lands thus apportioned. It is entrely 
unnecessary. The act itself vests the title in the 
States to their respective portions. It will be only 
the imposing of an additional amount of labor on 
the clerks of the land office, and the increasing of 
the expenses of the land department. The re- 
maining sections of the bill provide, that these 
lands, when selected, shall be applied faithfully to 
the support of the indigent insane; that the pro- 
ceeds of the sales shall be invested in State or 
United States stocks by the States, and that the 
dividend arising shall be inviolably appropriated 
to the support of the indigent insane. The Com- 
mittee on Public Lands propose to amend the fifth 
section by inserting the words ‘‘or some other 
safe stocks yielding not less than five per centum 
ver annum upon the par value of said stocks.” 

t was thought by the members of the committee 

that, perhaps, it would be inconvenient to some 
of the States to invest the proceeds of the sale of 
these lands in the United States or State stocks, 
and, therefore, gave permission to them to invest 
the money in other safe stocks at not less than five 
percentum. This is a matter of no great import- 
ance, but may be of great convenience to the 
States, and for that reason the means of invest- 
ment were extended. Itis proposed also teamend 
the bill so as to permit the States, besides its in- 
sane, to provide for the deaf and dumb, or blind. 

I understand that the lady who has been chiefly 

instrumental in effecting this grant thinks that 
} amendment improper. lam therefore willing that 

it shall be rejected. I will not consume the time 
of the House in the discussion of this bill. I 
trust, however, that it will not go tothe Speaker’s 
table. 

Mr. FOWLER. I rise to a questien of order. 
We are now acting under an order of the House 
passed this morning, which is to receive reporis 
from committees. My point of order is, that we 
are not allowed to discuss the merits of the bill 
reported, and that as the gentleman from Missouri 
is going on to discuss the merits of this bil!, and 
to give the reasons for its passage, he is not in 
order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
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right to report, carries with it the rizht to dispose 
of the matter reported. What would the centle- 
man propose to do with the matter reporte d? The 
matier reported must be disposed of, under the 


<isting rules, as in ordinary cases. 


About this, 
the Chair has no doubt, and he, therefore, over- 
rules the point of order, 

Mr. CLARK. With the permission of 
gentieman from Missouri, I will ask him a ques- 
tion. Do I understand the gentleman to say, that 
the apportionment is to be according to represent- 
ation in the House of Representatives? 

Mr. HALL. I will reply that the original bill 
proposes to appertion these lands among the States 
n the compound ratio of geographical area, and 
the representation in this House according to the 

wt census. It provides further that no State shall 
be rated at more than 50,000 square miles, 

Mr. CLARK. Will that do justice to the new 
States? 

Mr. HALL. I think it would: but the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands propose an amendment to 
the effect, that these lands shall be app yrtioned 
imong the different States, at the rate of 50,000 
icres foreach Representative. That is more favor- 
able to the old, and not so favorable to the new 
States 

Mr. CLARK. It seems to methere is no more 
justice in it, than to confine Wisconsin to three 
Representatives in all time to come, and Lowa to 
two, 

Mr. HALL. I think that the original bill does 
justice to the new States, that the amendment of 
the Committee on Public Lands does not; and 
hope, therefore, that the amendment wil! not be 
adopted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. This appears 
to be a very important bill, and one not very 
easily understood. I, for one, desire to have that 
bill printed that I may see and read it myself; and 
I would sugeest to the gentleman to make the mo- 
tion that the bill may be printed, so that we all 
may have an opportunity of examining it, for 
very important principles are involved in it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
of order, and thatis, that one member has no richt 


. sir’. 


[ rise to a question 


to hold the floor and farm it out to whomsoever 
he pleases, and to permit them to make speeches 
within his hour. 

The SPEAKER. The right of the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Hatt] to receive explanations 
and suggestions from members around him, the 


Chair once before decided is in order. 


Mr. HALL. 
be made—— 

Mr. MOREHEAD. I wish to know of 
gentleman if this bill has ever been printed ? 

Mr. HALL. I will statetothe gentleman, that 
the bill was printed at the last session of Congress, 
but has not been printed at this session. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. 1 wish further to make 
an inquiry. It is not my purpose to embarrass 
the bill, or impede the wishes of its friends. It 
may be that I shall vote for it. I would ask its 
friends to have it Iaid on the table and printed, 

Mr. HALL. If this bill be postponed to a 
day certain, and be made the special order, it will 
not embarrass it; but to postpone without making 
it a special order, it would kill it. 

ir. MOREHEAD. I hope the gentleman will 
make the motion to postpone to a day certain. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Hau} a question. This bill 
proposes a distribution of the public lands within 
the States. I desire the gentleman to inform me 
whether there are any provisions which regulate 
the selection of land? For instance, where will 
Maryland select her lands? 

Mr. HALL. In the Territories of the United 
States, 

Mr. HOUSTON Where will Ohio select ? 

Mr. HALL. There isa provision of this kind: 
that ifany of the States in which public lands are 
situated, do not have lands which, in the opinion 
of the Governor, are worth $1 25 an acre, then 
that State may also select her lands in the Terri- 
tories. It depends entirely upon the Governor, 
where she may select them. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the point I wish to 
vet at. The lands are better in some States than 
in othera. In Alabama, there are no Government 
lands worth selecting under this bill. 

Mr. BISSELL. With the view of affording 
every gentleman a fair opportunity to give this bill 


If there are no more inquiries to 


the 
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as full attention as can be desired—as I am satis- 


fied that isthe way to secure friends for it—I move 

that it be made the especial order for this day two 

weeks, and from day to day until disposed of. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman car 


that motion unless t 


not make 

Missouri 

purpose 

I ry} . 

{ understood the gentleman to 
motion | 


cial order for 


he gentleman from 
(Mr. Hau] yield the floor for that 

Mr. BISSELL. 
have yielded me t floor to make 
desired, that this bill be made the spe 
this d 


disposed of, and that in the mean time i 


tne 


1y two weeks, and from day to day until 
} be printed 
with its amendments. 

Mr. HALL. I! 


tant 
tention, 


rentieman wil give 


me his at I will hay no objection to the 
+] } ‘ } 

rentieman making su n, provided we can 

keep the bill from the Speaker’s table. If his 


motion be made, and tiie ill be not di 


to-day, itwill eo upon the Speaker’stable. I move, 
with a view of keeping this bill alive, so that the 
rentleman may make his motion, that the bill be 


imittee of the Wh 


omunitted to the Con ie on the 


state of the Union. 
Mr. BISSELL., 
hefore. 


Mr. KING, of New York. Irisetoa 


of order, that it is not in order to 


I make the motion | sugvested 
question 
move to make 
this bill a special order. 
The SPEAKER It is not 
tion is made. 
Mr. KING. 


sinl “lor 
Cia oraer, 


in order, if objec- 
I am opposed to making it a spe- 
I will have no objection to any other 
disposition which 
of it. 

The SPEAKER. The 


jection, that it 1s not in order to submit the motion 


gentlemen may propose to make 
Chair’ sustains the ob- 


to make this bill a special order. 


Mr. BISSELL. I wish 
er, whether it will be in o1 


to inquire of the Speak- 
der to make a motion to 


postpone the further consideration of this bill two 
weeks? 
‘he SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. BISSELL. I would inquire, whether it 
will require more than a majority to take up the 
bill at that time ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is 
opinion that it will bec 
the House to proceed when 
that day arrives, unless by some privileged motion 
it be set aside. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
hope it will be put. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I ask if it be 
in order to make a motion to commit this bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

The SPEAKER. 


} rel t . re t ; ) tre 
understood the gentleman from 


inclined to the 


to its consideration 


Then I make the motion, and 


It is in order. The Chair 
Missourl [Mr. 
Hat} to make a motion to commit. 

Mr. HALL. I did. 

TheSPEAKER. ‘The motion to commit to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
the Union and print is pending. Another motion 
is submitted, that it be postponed toa day certain, 
(this day two weeks,) and that it be printed. The 
question is first upon committing it to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. CLINGM AN. I would suggest to the 
Chair that a motion to postpone toa day certain 
will take precedence and carry with it the motion 
to commit. : 

TheSPEAKER. Therecollection of the Chair 
3, that, according to the practice of the House, 
the motion to commit takes prec edence of a mo- 
tion to postpone to a day certain. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My impression is differ- 
ent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Chair will 
see by referring to the 46th rule, that **whena 


‘ question is under debate, no motion 
‘ 


shall be re- 
. red | 1 ai ey) lie on the tahle r the 
ceived but to adjourn, to ite on the tabie, for the 
* previous question, to postpone to a day certain, 
) commit or amend, to postpone indefinitely; 
‘which s 
‘ 


t 

} 

‘ff 
1 


have precedence in 
The 


I hope it 


veral motions shall 
the order in which they are arranged.”’ 
question to postpone has precedence. 
will be voted down. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be taken 
first upon the motion of the gentleman from Iili- 
nois, [Mr. Bisseit,] to postpone the bill to this 
day two weeks. 

Mr. BISSELL. I trust that this motion will 
not be voted down, unless gentlemen are going to 
defeat the bill. 


spHoskE d of 


ympetent for a majority of 


state of 


I hope the motion will 


Mr. STANLY. re 


Te. 
vail. P 


The question was then taken upon Mr. By. 
sELL’s motion, and there were—ayes 89, noes not 
counted, 


Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there wera— 
yeas 115, nays 49; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Allison 
Ashe, Barrere, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bissell, Bowne 
John H. Boyd, Bragg, Breckinridge, Brenton, Briggs, 
Brooks, Aibert G. Brewn, George H. Brown, Buell, Bur. 
rows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis p, 
Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Cleve. 
land, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dean, Digs. 
ney, Dockery. Dunean, Ewing, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fiteh, 
Florence, Floyd, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gaylord, Gen. 
try, Giddings, Gorman, Grey, Hall, Harper, Hart, Hascall, 
Hebard, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Ingersoll, 
Join Johnson, George G. King, Preston King, Kurtz, Lan- 
dry, Leteher, Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
MeCorkle, McNair, Meacham, Miller, Miner, Molony, 
John Moore, Morehead, Murray, Newton, Olds, Outlaw, 
Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Penniman, Perkins, 
Phelps, Rantont, Richardson, Robie, Robinson, Sackett, 
Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scudder, David L. Seymour, 
Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Sinith, Saow, Stanly, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, St. Martin, Stratton, Strother, Stuart, 
Taylor, Thurston, Toombs, Tuck, Walsh, Ward, Wash 
burn, Watkins, Welch, Addison White, Alexander White, 
and Williams—lLL5. 

NAYS—Messrs. 


Averett, Joseph Cable, Thompson 
Campbell, 


Caskie, Chastain, Coleock, Conger, Daniel, 
Durkee, Eastman, Freeman, Thomas J.D. Fuller, Grow, 
Hamilton, sham G. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, 
Holladay, Houston, Howard, ives, Jackson, Jenkins, An 
drew Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J, 
Glaney Jones, Mason, McDonald, MceMullin, McQueen, 
Millson, Orr, Polk, Powell, Price, Robbins, Ross, Russell, 
Scurry, Alex’r H. Stephens, Stone, George W. Thompson, 
Wilcox, Wildrick, and Woodward—49. 

So the bill was postponed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HALL was still entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I wish the gentleman from 
Missourt [Mr. Hatt] to allow me to propose the 
following amendment as an additional section, and 
that it be printed with the other amendments: 

‘* And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the land 
hereinbefore granted to those States,in which there is no 
public domain, there shall be issued to said States, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, land scrips for 
an amount equal to the distributive share granted to such 
States respectively, under the provisions of this act, to be 
disposed of for the uses and purposes prescribed in the fore 
going sections of this act.”’ 


Mr. STANLY moved to reconsider the vote 


just taken, by which the bill was postponed, and 


to lay the motion to reconsider on the table, which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. HALL it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the following pe 
titions, and that they do lie on the table, viz: 

The petitions of citizens of New York city, and of Day- 
ton, Ohio, in favor of a grant ofland to the members of the 
Western Farm and Village Association ; 

The petition of 460 citizens of Wisconsin, praying for a 
grant of Jand to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Chicago to Jonesville, and branches thereof ; 

The petition of Elisha Camp for aid in completing a rail- 
road from Sackett’s Harbor to Ellisburgh, New York; and 

The petition of citizens of New York, praying tor aid in 
the construction of a railroad from Saratoga to Sackett’s 
Harbor in said State. 


Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of Joseph 
M. Wilcox, of the State of Missouri, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill (No. 265) for his 
relief, which bill was read a first and second time 
by its title, committed to a Committee of the 
W hole, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and the bill and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALL, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (No. 123) ‘to 
‘relinquish to the State of Missouri, on certain 
‘conditions, the two per cent. of the net proceeds 
‘ of the sales of public lands sold in said State since 
‘the Ist day of January, A. D. 1821, and reserved 


| «by the act of Congress of the 6th day of March, 


‘ 


A. D. 1820;”’ reported the same with an amend- 
ment in the nature of a substitute therefor. 


Ordered, Thatthe said bil] be committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union and be 
printed. 


On motion by Mr. HALL, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands be dis 
charged from the consideration of the petition of the settlers 
on the Menomonee purchase, in the State of Arkansas, 
praying for an extension of the preémption laws, and the 
time of payment under them, and that the same be laid on 
the table. 


Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Public 
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